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PHONG CACH TU TRUYEN CUA TO HOAI
TRUOC 1975

v truyén la mot thé loai van hoc,

trong d6 “tac gia tu ké va miéu ta

cudc doi cua minh”'. Ban than thuat
ngtt “autobiography” (tu truyén) da ham
chita su két hop ba yéu td trong mét thé
loai: auto: ti, bio: cudc doi, graphy: viét.
Nhan vat chinh ctia tu truyén la tac gia.
Nguoi ké chuyén thuong trung vai tac gia
va voi nhan vat chinh. Nha van viét tu
truyén dé phuc sinh qua khtt, dé duoc song
lai mgt lan nita doan doi da qua ctia minh.
Cac s kién tiéu str, doi tw la chat liéu dwoc
tac gia st dung véi nd lyc tiép can trang
thai tinh than thoi dai cling nhw hién thuc
vi t€ ctia tam hon. Day la mot thé loai van
hoc rong ma, co thé bao quat hau hét cac
phuong dién cua doi song: doi tu, thé sy,
st thi, dong thoi c6 sy “cam tmg” kha rod
vai hién thue xa hoi.

T6 Hoai 1a mét trong s0 it nha van Viét
Nam thanh cong ¢ mang ti truyén. Tinh t
Co dai (1944) dén Ba ngueoi khic (2006), 6ng
da c6 hon sdu muroi ndm gan bé véi thé loai
nay. O nhiing sang tac khéng dugc tac gia
va gidi nghién ctru van hoc xem la ty
truyén, bong dang cudc doi clia nguroi viét
van kha dam. Véi nhiing ty truyén giau
chat tiéu thuyét xudt hién sau 1986 (Cit bui
chin ai, Chiéu chiéu, Ba nguoi khdc), do d6 lui
thoi gian cung sw can thiép truc tiép, co
dung y ctia cai “t6i” nguoi viét, chan dung
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tac gia trong truyén c6 d¢ léch kha r6 so voi
cugc doi that caa nha van. Cac sang tac
truede 1975, do chira c6 sy cach bigt 1on gita
thoi gian viét va thoi gian duoc noi tdi,
nguoi viet da nhin lai chinh minh va nguoi
khéc, nhitng sw viéc da qua gan vai su that
hon. Nhitng cau chuyén trong tap Tw
truyén? cho thay tinh chinh thé duy nhat cua
hinh turong tac gia - nguoi nguoc mién ky
trc, hiéu va yéu mdi noi in dadu chan minh -
ludn bj thoi thiic boi nhu cau duwoce song lai
voi qua khir x6t xa nhung cling day soi
dong ctia ban than, dan tdc. Nhitng ky niém
tuoi rong duoc nha van chat chiu gom nhit
tte dau dat, nhimg phac thao chan dung tai
tinh, sinh doéng ctia mét nguoi viét thanh
thuc, thau trai 16 doi dem lai cho doc gia
nhiéu tha vi trong cudc hanh ngd mot dai
thu van chuwong quen ma la. Phuc dung
nhitng ky ttc “hdn don nhue mot gidc mo”
trong d¢ Iui thoi gian chuwa that xa, ngoai
thtic bach ctia nhu cau ngoai nhin di vang,
con doi hoi ban Iinh ctia sy trung thuce, dam
chiu bta riu du luan, nhét 1a nhitng nguroi
lién quan truc tiép dén cau chuyén minh ké.

1. Sy chan thanh cua ty bach, ty thy,
tw van

M6 dau vé6i nhitng cau: “Tén t6i 1a thang
cu”; “Ong ba ngoai t6i c6 mot cai nha duoc
an huong hoa” (Co dai) va hai cau két thuc:
“Teén toi tén anh la Viét Nam. Boi vi trai tim
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chiing ta & Viét Nam” (Ong gia ¢ Agra), toan
b tap sach da thong bao dén nguoi doc:
day la nhing 101 boc bach gan ruét cua
chinh tac gia - nhan vat nguoi ké chuyén.
“Toi” sinh ra trong gia dinh “u am” véi
nguoi 6ng nghién rwegu, nghién con trai noi
d6i, nguoi ba thi lam Iti, cam chiu, nguoi
bo vira budng vira lwdi, nguwoi u nhu cai
béng mo hd trong 16p 16p ngam ngi, thac
thom doi cho dai dic... Tudi tho ciia cau bé
Sen 1é thé nhiing ngay thang budn té, chua
x6t trong trung vay tap tuc, théi quen cta
dan lang, phai thoi hoc d€ sém vao doi, mac
cho dong doi x6 ddy; tudi vi thanh nién
thich hiéu biét, hang hai, s6i ndi, muu sinh
bang cai nghé day hoc “ab ¢”, khao khat ly
twdng nhu ngudi di nang khat nudc; tudi
thanh nién chap chiing vao nghé van trong
tam thé “lau nhau”, “diéc khong so sung”,
101 tré thanh nguoi viét van cd ly tudng
 cong san. Cude sdng tir cling quan, com cbi
dén hang say, day y nghia hién 1én cang ltic
cang sinh dong theo sy trai long cua nguoi
viét. Qua 10i ké ctia ngudi trong cudc, lich
st dat nwede hién hinh cting véi s6 phan mot
lang qué, mot gia dinh, mot ca nhan.

Néu ty bach chi la cha déng bay to
chuyén minh thi tw thu la cong khai nhiing
mat khuat toi caa ban than. Ty thi thé hién

nhu cau thanh that véi chinh minh va véi
doc gia, y thitc trach nhiém vaéi con chir ctia
nguoi viet. Muc dich ctia 16i viét nay la trinh
hién nhitng méac cam t6i 16i, nhimg cai lom
lem, nhéch nhac ctia minh trede nguoi doi,
' dé thién ha phan xét, tham chi giai ao tudng
vénguoi ké. Poc T6 Hoai, nhitng thoi tat tir
thud chan dat mat toét dén thoi thanh nién
501 n6i bong bdt, tudi trung nién chin chén,

nhiéu hoai niém... déu duwoc viét lai tw
nhién, thanh thurc. D6 1a cai bénh nhat gan,
thay gi cung so hai, thoi 1éu long, luoi hoc,
dai dam, tat néi ngong, nghién rang, viéc
héng thi.., (Co dai), chuyén hoc hanh ddi
pho, ham choi hon ham hoc, thich tim t&
chim, bat d&, nhd trém rau ct, choc gheo
lang giéng (Ong gia ¢ Agra), ngay ngay di
hoc d1§’mg nho chit nao, chi gidi treo twong
trén no hang keo, hang banh tom, bé trom
nhan va choi nhén déng dai (Mua ha dén,
mia xudn di). R6i nhitng chiéu tro di lam
muon, thai si dién hao vi ¢c6 mot ti chir nén
khong mudn lam tho dét véi céi thoi giat dit
(Di lam), chuyén lang thang an may nha
chuia, nhitng hoc doi ctuia thuo chap chiing
vao doi, ca théi hw 1an nét tdt cia thién ha,
théi anh hting rom, ngdng nghénh, do hoi,
viéc viét khoe, viét tran lan do thiic bach cta
do com, tha “xé dich”, “giang ho vat”,
“phiéu luu kiéu kién bo cho qua con tréng
trai”, nhitng phan doi nhu chdu chang
trong ao tu nude dong, cudc song lang vang
bén hd truy lac, bi hai lan 16n ctia nguedi
mang ao teong chir nghia - khi ngat nghéu
nhu thang 1o, ltic vat vo, vao dau nén day
nhu ki€p phu du (Mgt quang duong), cai hao
hung bi trang rat tuéng ctia “Kinh Kha” tai
rong phiéu dat kiém miéng an do nhat,
nhimng thang ngay that nghiép, doi rac déi
ray, suyt phai “lam tién” mat gai lang choi
(Hdi Phong)... Khong it ngueoi cam thdy tha
vi khi nha van hém hinh tht nhan: “Trong
nghé viét van ciing c6 cho den va lam xiéc”;
khi nghe 6ng chia sé ban than la “ntra lang
man, nita thoi thé”, “hoc dén dau viét dén
ddy, bat chudc viét dén day”. Chac ciling
khong it doc gia c6 cam giac sup do than
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tuong khi biét nguyén nhan khién 6ng co
duoc kiét tac dé doi Dé'men phiéu lwu kyj chi
la do tac gia “gioi dic dé”, hodc ngd ra cai
Ié rat thuong trong cam hing tu twong cua
nha van: “Céi nhin con bé tic hodc c6 phan
nhe nhang, hay xot xa, hay doc ac va da
chit khinh bac, ay la phan nao con nguoi
va tu tuong chan chuong cua t6i” (Mot
quang duong).

T6 Hoai da day qua trinh tu soi roi ban
than 1én mot mitc cao hon: ty véan. Viéc tu
hoi d€ xem xét lai minh la mét pham tinh
thuong thdy cia con nguoi trong tu truyén
duong dai. Nhin lai nhiing trang viét dau
doi, tac gia tu thady do6 la “nhiing sang tac
non dai”, két qua cta trinh dé tu tuong,
hiéu biét chua may ding dan, xa rong ctia
ban than. “Sang tac cua t6i con nhiéu thiéu
sot trong yéu to tu nhién cht nghia [...]
nhung t6i khong nga vao doi truy, tic ti va
theo thoi” (Mgt quang dwong). Ty van cho
thay sw chin chan, nghiém khac, cau toan
va truong thanh theo thoi gian cta tac gia
trong 16i s6ng, nghé nghiép, ly tudng. Hanh
trinh tir séng dén viét, r6i tro thanh nha
van-chién si cach mang cting hién 1én chan
xac hon. Nhiing tu vdn vé y nghia ctia tudi
tré, vé chan gid tri ctia nghé viét, vé uéc mo,
hoai bao, 1é song ma nha van chiém nghiém
tir chinh cudc doi minh, tir gan 50 nam
trude trong Mgt quing dong van con cb
tinh thoi sy, van 1a bai hoe quy cho hdm nay
va mai sau:

“Ai khong thich nhéon nho di day di do.
Xwa nay, bai hat dang hat nhat la bai hat
giuc lén duong. Nhung lén duong di dau?
Tudi tré chiing ta bay gio di dau? Bi dau?
Cat budc trong mdt budi mai, nham cai phia

chan troi méi d6 tham mau hi vong, nhiing
nguoi thanh nién bén phuong cua dat
nudc! Ché khéng phai giang hd ma mam
miéng 16i cdi va ly ca khd 1éch théch...

Miéu ta xa hoi dau khé la diang; chi co
dem van hoc ra phung sy quéc dan mai
dung la giup nudc.

Khong thé vira hut thudc phién va di
choi gai, vay tién roi quyt ma lai vira van
hoa cach mang”.

Véi tu tha, tw van, tac gia gite vai tro kép
trong dién ngdn tran thuat: vira la “bi cao”
vira la “quan toa” tra van, phan xét chinh
minh. Néu tu bach thién vé hudng ngoai thi
tu thu, tw van nghiéng vé hudng ndi. Voi su
hoa két linh hoat hai phuong thiic tran
thuat, cac cau chuyén ngd roi rac nhung
cung thong nhat 6 mot diém: qua trinh hinh
thanh nhan cach ctia nguoi viét dat trong
moi quan hé mat thiét voi thé gidi bén
ngoai. Con nguoi va trang viét cua nha van
nho vy cang gan giii hon véi ban doc, dé
dugc ban doc tin cay, dong cam. Day cing
la nhiing yéu tinh mang lai nét méi mé,
hién dai cho céc tu truyén viét trude 1975
ctia T6 Hoai.

2. L6i vé chan dung doc sang

2.1. Tu hoa chinh minh qua nét biit u mua

Mudn te vé chan dung minh, ngoai nang
khiéu hdi hoa, can c6 sy trung thuc. Nhin
ngudi thi dé, ngam minh nhu ban than vén
di qua thye kho. “Ta la ta ma lai ¢ mé ta!”
(Ché& Lan Vién). T mé nén ty huyén hodc
minh la chuyén thuong cua nguoi doi. To
Hoai khong thé. Ong hoa chan dung minh,
tir ngoai hinh dén ndi tam déu rat that.
Tham chi, dé cho gioéng that hon nita, thi
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thoang tac gia con dung ca 16i phéng dai,
but phap ti nhién chu nghia.

Qua timg nét vé, trong tirng moc thoi
gian, timg hoan canh song, chan dung nha
van hién lén cang lac cang dam 16, cang
khé 1an véi ké khac: tlr cai tén hac chung
chung (thﬁng cu), lac ky quac (thé’mg Boi
Cau, thang dau mdc), dén than hinh kheo
nhu céi nita tép, c8 gay ngang, chan tay bé,
lung dai, dac biét la cai dau c6 mot khong
hai: troc va to tho 16, 16i dai ra phia sau, lai
méo mo, go ghe, 16i 1dm nhur qua mit coc,
thdm xin nhw ca nau, sui mat quy [6i 1om,
nhw cai chd (C6 dai). Chi bang hinh anh ¢6
phan cuong diéu vé cai dau tré con ngoai
cd nay, To Hoai da tac dugc dang nét minh
vA0 tAm tri doc gia. O tudi thanh nién, nha
van cting khién chiing ta ngam ngui thuong
cam khi thady nhan dién tham hai, “ham tai”
ciia 6ng: “Hai bén mang suron véu vao nhur
cai tuong 6ng Phat “nhin dn” trén chta”;
“Cai thit lung long, ltc lic lai tut, lai phai
xoay nguoi, nuc lai. Gau quan sau da xo
hét, lai 1am va lwdt muwdt — that ban, that
khong lich sw” (D1 lam).

Vé tinh cach, tir thuo du tho, con nguoi
dy da giau long yéu thuong nhitng nguoi
dong canh ng6: thuong hai dira em ho cing
hic lao, lang ben nhu minh; xét xa cho
nhiing nguoi thay co han, c6 thé (Co dai,
Maia ha dén, mua xudn di, Di lam); dong cam,
biét on nhiing nguoi cung chung hoan nan,
doi kho; &i ngai, cam thuong cho nhiing
ban van chuong bi com ao ghi sat dat (Mot
quang dwong, Hai Phong). D6 cting la thanh
nién ham hoc héi, hiéu biét, c6 nghi luc
vuot qua nghich canh, giau long tw trong,
song c6 khat vong, ly twong. Khong chi tai

tinh ¢ nét vé ngoai dién, nhitng dac ta noi
tdm cling séng dong hoda hinh tuong tac gia
trong cudc ddu tranh gitra anh sang va bong
t6i: budng bo, tha hoéa va gin gitr thién
lwong, cam ghét, han hoc va tin cdy, thuong
quy con nguoi, cude doi, Iiv khach tén tho
cai dep a0 mo vanghé si phuc vu see nghiép
cach mang, nhan dan... Vuot qua sir phoi
trai nhitng cau chuyén riéng tw roi rac, cam
tinh, yéu t6 tw truyén dugc To Hoai dwa vao
tac pham déu co y nghia trong qua trinh
hinh thanh nhén cdch ctia nha van dat trong
moéi twong quan mat thiét véi “hoan canh
rong” la boi canh chinh tri, lich str, van hoa
cua thoi dai.

2.2. Nhiing kv hoa tha nhin theo 16i
truyén thin

T6 Hoai timg nghi: “Nguoi ta hinh nhw
khoéng may khi ti mi nhin ngam nhiing
ngudi than” (Cé dgi). Véi ty truyén, tac gia
da khong chudi theo cai 16 thuong dy. Co
cam giac cai dau qua cd ctia dng chiza hing
ha sa s6 nhitng vach ngan ky niém. Viéc
nhd vanh vach timg tén, tudong ra ting
khuon mat la loi thé ctia ctia nha van khi
viét vé cai da qua cua ban than, ban hiru.
Nho tai nang troi pht nay, du cac cau
chuyén viét vé nhirng thoi doan khac nhau,
nhan vat xuat hién kha nhiéu, ¢ moi thanh
phén, khong theo mot duwong dan sw kién
théng nhat, nhung moi nguoi déu cd mot
nét riéng dé€ khong truot qua bo nhé cua
nguoi doc.

Lai vé chan dung cua To6 Hoai cling rat
linh hoat. C6 nguoi dugc tac gia chu trong
dén ngoai hinh: 6ng ngoai dau cao nhan, lo
tho toc bac, ngd duoc ca da dau béng do,
nhiing bép thit nhéo, da teo lai, tudong cd the
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kéo chun ra dugc nhu nhitng miéng yém cd
bo; ba ngoai vdi cai got chan to be, né khia
tteng mui nhw mui ca bat; nguoi u voi
khuén mit trang trang, d6i mat nho, long
den nhuém mau nau dong, cai 40 nau bac,
chan di dat, d6i quang ganh loi thoi; nguoi
ban keo x6c mac quan ao nau bac hai vai,
mat ram néng, den thui; bac tram trang véi
ham rang trf”ing ténh, mat den nhw tay bo
hong. .. (Co dgi). Nhiing thdy gido bién chét,
bac nhuoc thi ndi bat boi “bd ria vénh, hai
con mat nhau nhéu nhin ngudi néi chuyén”
(Mita ha dén, miia xuin di), dang nguoi “com
nhom, mét choat chéo nhw hai ngén tay
kep” (Dilam); cac c6 gai lang choi mat hang
thi “nhay nhya”, lung “cong cong nhw cai
dém méng” (Hdi Phong). O day, ngoai hinh
thuong gan véi tinh cach, s8 phan nhan vat
theo kiéu “trong mdt ma bat hinh dong”.
Ciling ¢6 nguoi duoc nha van tao hinh
bang tén goi, hanh dong, tinh cach, bing
nhirng sy vat di kem... Thay giao Toi dix
don, tay khong roi cai roi da (Mua hg dén,
mua xuan di); d6i vo chong Can - Thuy am
anh khong duit tam tri nguoi doc boi mot
thiz long tot ky la, khéng hé so do, toan tinh
thiét hon (Hdi Phong); dng gia An D¢ dat
troi sang nude Viét thi ddc biét & cdi 16i ngt
ngdi ching gidng ai (Nguoi dan dng 6
Agra)... Chiém s6 lwong nhiéu nhat la
nhing ban vén, ca than lan so cta tac gia.
Nhu Phong ddng nhé 6 dang nguoi bé vé
rat nghé si, cach néi thang nhu rudt ngua,
& chi tiét khong chiu I& séng cac bé trén nha
gai trong ngay cudi, vi vdy nha gai khong
cho dén dau. Kim Ha thi mu chit, mit rd
chéng chit, &m hen ning, ngudi It khir nhw
con ¢o rudi. Thoéi Hiru véi ndi budn nhidu

khi that van vo; Nguyén Dinh Thi c6 giong
hat tuyét voi khién ké thu ciing phai
nguong mg; Dinh Huing mac quan thung
dit; Nguyén Binh lam tho tan gai day chua
chat: “Chtia Huong xa lam em o0i/ Do giang -
cach tro, chiu théi c6 minh/ Cau nay anh néi
that tinh/ Mudn di thi phai cho anh muon
tién”. Lé Van Truong 6 tro ao thuat dao
gam, dau lau, chdu nudce va cau than cht dé
by cac 6ng xuat ban; hoa si Tran Dinh Tho
gay quit queo thuong ngdi traim ngam voi
cai tau goc, to bang nam tay; Nguyén Huy
Tudng c6 chiée xe dap khong ¢ chan bin
v6i cdi ghi dong vénh. “Tudng dem dut ca
vao rudt ghi dong roi day lai cai tay nédm
bang nhua den” (Mgt quing duong)... C6
chan dung, éng phdi hop nhiéu hoa phép,
lai con thém vao mot “chat liéu” dic biét:
tinh cam thuong quy, tran trong ctia nguoi
ve. Mot trong nhiing trrong hop nhu thé'la
Nam Cao - nguoi ban than cua Té Hoai ttr
thud long dong lan déan ¢ Ké Cho dén
nhiing lac ké vai sat canh, vao sinh ra tir ¢
chién khu cach mang. M6i hoan canh, tac
gia lai phat hién mot nét riéng trong tong
thé chan dung ké tri am tri ky ctia minh.
Nam Cao - d6 la nguoi hay nghi, ca lo, ng6i
voi anh em quen thi néi nhu trang, nhung
gap ai la thi im thin thit, mat do 1én tan tai.
Con nguoi ay bao gio cling can than va de
dat, hay nguong khi nghe ai khen minh;
von tram tinh nhung da boc thi hay tuyét
déi va coi troi bang vung; thuong cé Iy luan
va nhan xét khfing dinh thiét thye, lai vui
vui, gan gan mot chat. Véi gia canh nheo
nhoc mot vo ba con, tac gia Chi Phéo phai di
day kem dé dugc do thém it dong tién an.
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Chi tiét Nam Cao dua truyén ngén Lo gach
cii cho Nha Xuat ban Poi Méi - mot hiéu
thudc chiva bénh lau ¢ phd Hang Cot — véi
suy tinh: “Cai thang xuat ban hang bét nay
c6 thé quy ban thao”, ndi dau khong thé néi
thanh 10i cia nha van khi d&a con gai ut
chét vi d6i, ndi xtic dong qua 1én ctia Nam

Cao trong budi Lé két nap Dang dwoc ké

chan thanh, cam dong, goi nhiéu dong cam
cho doc gia.

Mbi ngurdi mot vé, ai cling c6 diém riéng
dé nhac nhé nguoi doc. Day la biét tai cta
To Hoai, da sém hién 16 ngay trong Dé'Men
phieu lwu ky voi hang loat nhan vat dong
thoai: Mén, Triii, Choat, Nha Trod, Nhén...
Dén ty truyén, cung véi do chin cua tai
nang, su tung trai trong tri nhan sy viéc,

con nguoi, “phong trung bay” chan dung

bang chat liéu ngdn tir ca mdt xa hdi, mot
thoi dai ciia nha van cang moi me, da dang,
dic sic thém. Vin trung httu hoa (trong van
¢6 hoa) la nhan dinh khong qua vo doan vé
nhiing chuyén doi ty ké nay.
3. N6 lye danh thire qua khit, lich st
Tu truyén T6 Hoai la minh chiing cho su
song hanh gitta lich str - tam hon mét ca
nhan voi lich st - van hoa cia mot cong
dong, dat nude. Nhing sinh hoat tinh than,
‘nhig bién cd mang tam thoi dai cua lang
' qué, nhiing sy kién chdn dong trong nude
va thé€ gioi da anh hudng khong nho dén
qua trinh hinh thanh, phat trién nhan cach
~ ctia chinh tac gia. Ta gap lai 0 day cac phong
trao, hoat dong cach mang, van héa van
- nghe tir tring nude dén truong thanh, ta
'~ ¢6 thém co hoi hiéu hom qua dé thau cam
L hom nay.

Viét vé lich s, doi hoi nha van phai
trung thuee voi sur kién, nhan vat. Toé Hoai,
qua tw truyén, da dap ung dugc yéu cau
tién quyét nay. Nguoi viét da phuc dung
song dong cai doi khung khiép, tang
thuong ¢ vung Nghia D6 qué minh va
nhiing lang qué mién Béc trude 1945: viée
lam duodng cai quan xuyén Dong Duong
khién hang van nguoi bo xac noi rung
thiéng nude doc, cac hoat dong ai hiru bong
bot, cudc mit tinh ngay Quoc té€ Lao dong
nam 1938 6 nha Pau Xao, thu doan dan ap
va dao kéo kiém duyét cua dich d6i véi
sach bao xudt ban cong khai, tam thé ctuia
thanh nién, van nghé si trong “thoi virt
sach”, sy kién mdy bay Mi quan thao, ném
bom Ha Ngi, phong trao cach mang tir
thanh thi dén chién khu, bao Citu qudc Viét
Bic budi dau chi cé “toa soan” Nam Cao va
“nha in” Tran Pinh Tho... Nhiing nhan vat
lich stt (Nguyén Ai Qudc, Lé Quang Pao,
Van Tién Dang, Tran D§, Tran Qudc
Huong, Khuat Duy Tién...), cac van kién
lich st (Dé cuong vé van héa cia Dang, Chi
thi vé stra soan khoi nghia) cting duoc dua
vao, gia tang chat st cho trang viét, bao
chitng cho tinh chan that cuaa tu truyén.

Ngay hom qua kho dau, tuyét vong vira
chira chan hao khi, niém tin va hi vong séng
day trong ky tic twoi rong cua nguoi da
sdng trai, da ném du bao nghich canh, bao
trang hudéng cam xtc. Céi nhin, tiéng ndi
tinh trong ctia nguoi trong cude lam cho
qua khtr danh dong tam trang, cam xtc caa
con nguoi ¢ hién tai va tuong lai. Doc
nhiing sdng tac nay, ta dé hiéu vi sao nhiing
van nghé si tiing phai séng “mot doi tu
day” nhu T6 Hoai dén v6i cach mang, lay
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van chuong phung sy dan toc la diéu tu
nhién, hop 1é. “Song tac la thay d6i”, doi
thay dé tim duoc chd ding, chan gia tri ctia
ban than va cua dan toc minh.

Tw truyén ctua T6 Hoai cling dua ta vé
mot lang qué véi co tang van hoa lau doi.
P06 la nhiing cach nghi, cach sdng nhiéu khi
lac hau, c6 ha, déy mé tin di doan ctia ngudi
dan qué. Quan niém van vat hiru linh hién
dién khap moi lang qué trong C6 dai. Ta gap
& day thién hinh van trang cdc kiéu ma: ma
g0, ma dat, ma moc, ma vang, ma hoa, ma
ga, ma ca, ma dan ba, ma tré con, ma choi,
ma bi troi danh... Cach nguoi ta ing pho
voi thé gioi tam linh cling v cing khac la:
trir ta bang cai vong voi, con cai goi bo me 1a
“anh chi”, xung “chau” d€ cho khoi bi ma
bét... Tlr khung canh cii xua, tan lyi ving 1én
nhiing 10i ru, cau ca dao, déng dao thé thiét,
ron budn. Goi vé bao tram tich van hoa tir
mién xa tham, c6 thé cap nhét hodc 16i thoi,
nha van khong che gidu y dinh nd luc két
noi truyén thong linh thiéng vao cude doi
nay. Thoang tir trang viét la mot thie “mui
queé dac biét”. Mui cta ngay xua da danh
thitc moi gidc quan cta nguoi doc, dé ho
cam biét cai hanh phuc ctia nguoi khong bi
cat lia c6i ngudn, danh mat qua khit.

4, Mé thuat ngon tir

Co dai viét nam 1944, khi To Hoai moi 24
tudi, da cho thady mdt chat giong riéng.
Gigng van c6 mot khong hai nay duogc ké
thira, phat trién qua nhiéu tu truyén thudc
nhiéu giai doan sang tac cua tac gia. Nguoi
Phap 6 cau: “Chinh céi giong chi phoi bai
nhac” (Clest le ton qui commande la musique).
Giong diéu trong tu truyén cua T6 Hoai
pha trén nhiéu sic do: khi budén budn, khi

hém hinh, ltc hon nhién, tho tré khi triét
Iy tham tram, chan chat bd ba, an cuc néi
hon nhung cling khong it ltc rung rung
cam xuc, mién man hoai niém... Thuong
vao truyén, giong ké da tao an tuong manh,
gay cam giac nhu méi hom qua, nhu dang
& thi hién tai tiép dién: “Ong ba ngoai t6i ¢
mot cai nha dugc dn huong hoa” (Co dai);
“Mot hém, Nhu Phong dén nha t6i” (Mgt
quang duwong)... Nha van da lam song lai
hém qua bang cach k& hom nay.

Cai tai caa tac gia con O kha nang nhap
vai ké tai tinh. Tré tho hon nhién, ngdy ngo,
thanh nién that nghiép, ham mé ly twong;
nguoi cach mang thuy chung, nhiét huyét...
mdi ngudi véi mdi canh hudng, mot tong
didu riéng, khong 1an 16n. Nhan nha ké, dén
dot ke, noi nhitng chuyén budn thuong ma
giong cir hom hai, nhe nhw khong. Yéu to
hai hude den (black humour) cling xuat
hién, gia tang tinh bi hai cho tinh hudéng
truyén: “Kinh Kha khong kiém duoc viéc,
cang khong dam chét ¢ dat khach, danh
cudc bd vé Ha Noi, Kinh Kha cude bd vé”
(Hai Phong). Do la tam thé ctia nguoi qua
cau nhin lai, d€ hiéu thém chinh minh va beé
ban, an nhan, dé tran quy nhiéng an uu
ngay cu.

To Hoai noi tiéng véi thuat “luyén dan”
ngdn tr. Dau thita nhén viét gap, viét voi
do su thiic bach ctia hoan canh nhung éng
khong vi thé ma qua loa, cdu tha véi cau
chit. Piéu nay moét phan nho von song,
nang khiéu thién bam, nhung mat khac, va
1a mit quan trong, d6 1a s¢ dam dudi véi
nghé, y thite trach nhiém véi ban doc. Cach
dung tir dac dia, néu bat duoc ngoai hinh,
tam tinh, hanh dong... cha sy vat da mang
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lai nét duyén kho lan cho sng tac cia nha
van. Ty nhan minh la nguoi thich ta canh,
truong tir vung miéu thuat canh vat duoc
tac gia phat huy thuong xuyén, va thanh
cong la diéu dé nhan thay: tré con tha 14, di
tha than nhu ga; cay cGi bum tum; cai san
bé hoén ma ling cung nhiing cay; hai vo
chéng chim cung gay pho ngudi; chiée 6 to
hang nhu con lon xé 1dm dat vang khe (Co
dai); than cay dao xu xi, quanh nam thoi ra
ttng cuc nhwa (Mua hg dén, mua xudn di); 6
t6 Phap dau thanh cum, choc lai roi ra, bo
1én bo xudéng nhuw nhiing con bo hung
(1947)... Nhiéu chd nhuw c6 hinh khéi, am
thanh, song dong vo cung: treo “bong
bénh” may cai quang ganh; mot chiéc mo
veo rét, “nga thinh” xudng dat; toi “nhéch
nhai” theo sau; mat giwong “rap rénh” lin
xudng; “16 x6” nhiing mai d6 va mang
tirong sang sang; mat nudc H6 Guom xanh
nhu nirde canh rau mudng, “rap ron” ngay
canh duong (Co dgi); nhitng ngon den Pho
Kham Thién thi “d6 bém”... Dé hiéu vi sao
nhiéu doan van duoc 6ng viét cach day hon
hai phan ba thé ky van la nhitng mau van
dic sic dung trong nha truong hom nay”.
5. Trai tam lén chi

Chin ciu chuyén cling chung mdt nd luc,

mdt mong mudn lam song lai “nhiing ky

niém ma thoi gian dit mai tron di thé nao,
van con nh¢” ctia To Hoai. Khéc véi nhimg
tw truyén viét trong thoi Doi méi, khoang
cach gitra hai curc “Téc gia tiéu st voi “Tac
gia - nguoi sang tac” ¢ day khong nhiéu.
Yéu t6 “c6 that” van la chi dao; ki thuat
“hu cdu” (autofiction techniques) la thi
yéu. Ban nguyén sang tao ctia nha van veé co

ban van la mdt ca nhan c6 that, trai nghiém,
thdu cam trong chinh trang viét ctia minh.

Nhitng nét xody cit vao ky niém long
lanh nhu nhitg nhat khia da tao duoc ddu
an, vi thé riéng cho tu truyén cta Té6 Hoai
nho nhing thang tram, va dap, dan dot véi
c6i minh, ¢di nguoi cia mot cay bat nang
tinh véi dat qué, nguoi qué trong sudt tudi
hoa nién. Nhu cau giai bay, cam thong va
chia sé nhitng bi dn cuia doi song ca nhan da
tao dugce su dong cam sau xa noi nguoi doc
boi & d6 duong nhu khong chi la s6 phan,
cudc doi cua riéng nha van ma con la s6
phén cta ca dan toc. Nhitng chuyén doi tue
s6i ndi, cam dong, thiét tha va gan giii phan
nao cho thdy su chuyén doéi theo chiéu
hudng nhan ban, tich cuc trong sang tac ctia
T6 Hoai ma hat nhan tao nén sy thay d6i do
1a nhan thitc méi vé gid tri cd nhan - cong
dong, vé su nghiém tac trong tro choi nghé
thudt ctia nha van. Tt rdt som, tac gia da di
trude trong cach nhin nhan, ti€p can qua
kht - mdt dé tai giau tiém nang cta van
hoc. Hoa két tron ven tai nang va nhan cach
cia mot cay but van chuong bac thay,
nhitng tw truyén nay sé con di dai voi van
chuong nudc nha m
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