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Tém tit: Trong doi song van hoa tinh than cia dong bao Khmer Nam B, ngdi chiia Khmer

luén chiém mot vi tri dac biét quan trong. N6 khong chi dugc biéu hién bai nhimng gi tri c6 tinh

lich sir cuia truyén théng va cbt cach van héa tdc ngudi, ma con la khéng gian thiéng, noi diu

dat, day do, huéng mbi nguoi trong cong dong Khmer dén 161 song thién nguyén noi tran tuc, xa

roi toi 101, tranh cai ac, cai xau ngay trong suy nghi, 101 néi va hanh déng cta chinh minh nham

xay dung m6t cong dong Khmer vin minh trén nén tang dao 1y truyén thong.

Tir khéa: Chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, khong gian thiéng, gido duc, bao ton, gia tri vin

héa, dao dirc truyén thong.

Viét Nam la mot quéc gia da dan tdc.
Ddng bao dan toc Khmer voi dan s6 hién
nay khodang 1,3 triéu nguoi 1a mét trong sé
54 dan toc trong ngodi nha chung cua cong
dong cac dan toc anh em va 1a cu dén ¢
mat lau doi & ving dit Nam Bo. Nguoi
Khmer c¢6 tiéng néi, chir viét kha hoan
chinh, c6 nén van hoa phong pht, da dang
va dic sic, lay tu tudng Phat gido (theo hé
phdi Nam tong) lam nén ting tu tudng
trong doi sdng cia toan cong dong.

Phat gido Nam tong Khmer di thé hién
ro vai trd trong viéc quan ly cong dong
phum sbc: df}ng thoi, dé cao vai tro cia con
nguoi voi triét 1y song tir bi, hy xa, vi tha,
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ton trong tir do, binh ding va bac 4i, huéng
con nguoi dén cai chan - thién - my. Tu do,
Phat gi4o Nam tong Khmer di tré nén gan
gili, gén b6 va dan khing dinh dugc vi tri
ddc ton, chu dao vé mit tin ngudng tam
linh, chi phdi sau sic doi séng tinh than -
xa hdi clia cong déng. Cho nén, van hoéa
Phat gido da that su tham sau vao tim thirc
ctia mdi ngudi, anh hudng to I6m dén doi
song tinh thin, fu tuéng va tinh cam cia
cong ddng dan cu. Trong do, ngdi chua
Khmer ludn giit vi trf trung tim trong tat ca
cac hoat dong, vira thé hién vai trd 14 trung
tam tin ngudng ton giao, vira thuc hién cac
chitc niang co ban, nhu gidgo duc, diéu
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chinh, dinh hudéng tu tuéng va hanh vi; 1a
bao tang vo gid, luu giir toan bo hé thong
cac kho tang kién tric nghé thuat doc déo,
thé hién nét dep truyén thong, dic trung
riéng c6 dé khong bi 1an 16n véi bat ky nén
van héa nao & ving dat Nam Bo.

Pit Nam Bo “bao gom 3 khu wvue
chinh: Pong Nam B9, Sai Gon - Gia Dinh
(nay 1a Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh) va Tay
Nam B, tirc dong bang song Ciru Long”
[5, tr.214]. Cing chung song trén manh
dat ndy, ngoai cong dong nguoi Viét,
ngudi Hoa, ngudi Chim,... khong thé
khong nhic dén cong ddng ngudi Khmer.
O Pong bang séng Ciu Long, nguoi
Khmer dinh cu chu yéu & 20 huyén, thi
thudc 9 tinh thanh, nhu An Giang, Kién
Giang, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, Can Tho,
Hau Giang, Séc Trang, Bac Liéu, Ca Mau.
Trong s6 do, hién nay & cac tinh nhu: An
Giang, Kién Giang, Séc Trang, Tra Vinh
la nhimg dia phuong c¢6 cong dong nguoi
Khmer sinh séng dong déo nhat.

Véi nét dac trung khac biét, co thé dé
dang nhan ra ngudi Khmer Nam B qua
dang voéc, giong noi, mau da, mai toc...;
tham chi, ciing c6 thé phan biét dugc cic
viung Khmer ¢ nhiing dia phwong khac
nhau qua nglr am, cac ho dédc trung cho
cong dong ngudi Khmer & timg ving, nhu
Son, Kim, Thach, Danh, Lam, Chau...
Ngoai ra, trong quan hé hon nhan véi nguoi
Viét, nguoi Hoa, cong dong ngudi Khmer
cling c6 nhimg ho tuwong tu. Ngon ngir cua
ngudi Khmer thuéc hé ngdén nglr Mon -
Khmer, mdt hé ngén ngir kha phd bién ¢
Viét Nam va cac nudc trong khu vire Dong
Nam A. Nguoi Khmer “c6 chir viét riéng
dua trén co s¢ chir Sanskrit va Pali caa An

D6 theo kiéu sang tao ciia ngdn ngit ¢d dién
(Langue classique) dé bb sung vao ngdn
ngir ctia minh, ma chu yéu chi ding phan
nghia (Signification)” [7, tr.39].

Cong dong ngudi Khmer cu tri thanh
tirng phum, so6c xen k& hoac riéng biét vai
nguoi Viét, ngudi Hoa. Tuy theo dia hinh
cu tra lon nho, cao thép khé4c nhau ma s
dan trong tirmg phum, soc¢ s€ khac nhau. pé
tranh 14 lut, nuéc dang cao, mot sb cu dan
Khmer ¢6 da chon ving dat cao hon dé
dinh cu va muu sinh nhu ving Bay Nui -
An Giang, s6 con lai thuong cu tri & dong
bing, quanh céc b song, kénh rach. Nguoi
Khmer trudc ddy thuong & nha san dé
tranh tha dit, 10 lut, nhung cling c6 khi ho
lai chon nha nén dat c6 mai 14 xung quanh
nhung v6 cung sach s&, thoang mat, gan
giii v6i thién nhién.O trung tim khong gian
phum, soc thudng co ao 16n dé chira nude
nham phuc vu t61 da nhu cau sinh hoat doi
thuong. Nguoi Khmer Nam Bo da phan
theo Phat gido Tiéu thira, nén khi dé cép
dén khong gian phum, séc khong thé
khong néi dén khéng gian chua. Trong doi
séng tinh than, chia vé&i biéu tugng t8i cao
la Bc Phat luén ngu tri va giir vi tri thiéng
liéng, cao quy trong tdm thirc cla cong
dong. Ngudi Khmer the Phat, tin Phat, moi
hoat dong ton gido déu dién ra & chia, ho
luén huéng vé ngdi chiia nhur 13 noi dé xoa
di moi khé khan, ndi niém trong cudc sfmg.

Do sinh ty & ving dong bang chau thd
véi hoan canh dia 1y va diéu kién tu nhién
da dang c6 nhiéu kénh rach va séng ngoi
chﬁng chit, nén doi séng ctia ngudi Khmer
chi yéu gin voi san xuét néng nghiép
bang cac nghé 1am néng va rudng riy, sb
it theo cac nghé thu cong, budn béan nho. ..
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Bén canh d6, ho con ¢6 mot kho tang kién
tric nghé thuat doc ddo, 1am noi bat gia tri
vin hoa truyén thong cia cong ddng, gop
phin tao nén su phong phu va da dang
trong van hodéa cua toan vung. Ngudi
Khmer Nam Bo c6 16i song don gian,
khong thich canh tranh hay hon thua, ho
thuomg chiu nhin, chiu thiét dé tranh
chuyén bat hoa. Ho tin réng, co phﬁn, co
phudc mai tré nén giau ¢6 nén ho tin vao
s6 phén, khong thich tranh dua.

Nhin chung, c¢6 thé thay r'?mg, cong dong
nguoi Khmer la cu dan ban dia ky cuu ¢
Nam B, ¢6 ban tinh that tha, gin gii, dé
hoa dong, song chan hoa, trong dao 1y, lay
tu trong Phét gido lam nén tang tu tudng
trong doi song tinh than. Moi hoat dong
chinh yéu ctia ddng bao Khmer déu chiu
anh huéng manh mé va sdu séc tir Phat -
Chua - Su, thé hién cho triét Iy nhan sinh
clia toc ngudi nay & ving dat Nam B9.

Theo tip tuc ¢6 truyén, hau hét nguoi
Khmer tir khi sinh ra dén lic trudng thanh
déu gin lién v&i nha chia, moi hanh vi va
hoat dong séng déu bi chi phéi manh mé
boi tu tuéng Phat gido, trong dé nha chua
tr& thanh trung tdm trong tit ca céc hoat
dong. Chua Phéat gido Nam tong Khmer
duoc xdy dung & mot vi tri trang nghiém,
thuong la trung tam cua phum, soc, trén
mot khu dit rong, cao rao, thodng mat, co
nhidu ciy c6 thy, nhu cdy sao, cay dau. ..
La tin do dao Phat, ngudi Khmer ludn tich
cuc dong gop tién cua, cong sic vio viée
Xdy chua; chua cing khang trang, sach dep
cling chinh 1a tdm nguyén va niém ty hao
cua ba con trong phum, soc. Theo s ligu
thong ké gan day, toan viing “c6 453 ngdi
chia véi téng chu ting 1a 8.017 vi (d3 tang
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20% so v6i nam 1981, chiém 19,3% tong
s6 cac vi su trong ca nudce). Trong do, ¢d
khoang 53 Hoa Thugng, 60 Thuong Toa va
596 vi Pai dirc” [6, tr.138]. Chua Phat giao
Nam tong Khmer la mét quan thé kién tric
uy nghiém, d6 s6 bao gdm cac dién thd
Phét, nha hdi (Sala), thap dung cbt, tang xa,
an x4... Trong d6, cong chua giy an tuong
manh béi kién tric nghé thudt diéu khic
tinh xdo, dic sic, co6 mai che, co thap,
tugng, hoa vin, tén chiia thuong bing tiéng
Phan, tiéng Khmer, mang dam mau sdc ton
giao 10 rét. Bén trong khuén vién nha chua
1a hé théng cac kién trac, nhu chinh dién,
sala, nha hoc chir Khmer, cac thap hru gitr
tro cot (Pochetday), 10 hoa thidu, nha bép...
Trong sb d6, chinh dién (Preas vihéa) dugc
xem “la cong trinh chinh, thiéng liéng nhét
b1 moi sinh hoat ton gido, tin ngudng quan
trong déu duoge t6 chic trong chinh dién,
nhu céc 1€ phuc vu cho viéc tu hanh, xuat
tu, nhdp ha, xudt ha, dang y ca sa, Phat
Dan, tan phong chirc sic va ca khi cac vi
xung toi hodic bi xét xir ky luat déu tién
hanh trong chinh di¢n” [2, tr.101].

P6i véi dong bao Khmer, ngéi chua
Phat khong chi la trung tam sinh hoat ton
gido co y nghia tam linh dao dirc, ma con
la trung tdm sinh hoat van hoa. Chua Phat
chinh 1a biéu twong dac trung cho vin hoa
Khmer, 1a no1 rén luyén dao dic va nhan
cach con ngudi. Nguoi Khmer xem chua
la noi thiéng liéng, trang trong, noi hoi tu
va két tinh cho nhitng gi tinh tiy nhét cia
dan toc.Nhiéu 1& hdi gin v6i phong tuc tap
quan dugc to chirc tai chua. Chua gop
phdn tao nén su gin bd va dn dinh niém
tin ton gido va cling 1a noi dé gin két cong
ddng. Théng qua céc ngay 18 cua tén gido
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va dan toc, tinh ¢d két cong dong cang trd
nén bén chat, nhu 1a soi ddy vo6 hinh gan
c4 nhan véi cong dong, dan toc, véi nha
chta va Phat gido. Nhitng tinh cam do “ct
ndi tiép nhau, truyén tir thé hé nay sang
thé hé khic, tao su doan két gin bod va
nang cao trach nhiém d6i véi nha chua”
[1, 59]. Dén chiia, ngoai viéc cing bai va
thuc hién c4c 18 nghi ton gido, cac tin do
con duge nghe nhting 101 day bao, khuyén
ran, giang day tir cac nha su qua kinh Phat
la nhitng bai hoc gia tri, gitip ho tranh xa
cai 4c, cai x4u, ludn thue hanh viéc thién,
doan két, twong tro nham xay dung phum,
s6c Khmer yén vui, hoa thuan, cé dao ly.
Cho nén, ¢ cac phum, séc Khmer Nam Bg
rat it khi dién ra c4c cude cii va, xung dot
hay au dd lan nhau; trai lai, ngudi ta
thuong thay & nguoi dan noi day tinh cich
hién hoa, than thién, dé gan, cing véi hinh
anh can cu, chiu thuong chiu khé trong
lao dong san xuat. Bén canh d6, “nha chiia
con 1a noi dién ra cac hoat dong van hoa
truyén thong, 1€ hoi, 1a ¢hd hop dan dé ban
viéc cong ich, noi tiép khach ctia phum
s6¢” [3, tr.59]. Mot s6 chua ¢6 nién dai lau
nam con la thw vién, bdo tang vé gia, luu
giit cac thu tich, kinh ¢6 quy hiém (kinh 14
Budng hay 1a Slac - Krich).

Nhin chung, toan by doi song tinh than
clia cong ddng nguoi Khmer Nam Bé chiu
su chi phdi manh mé va sau sic tir Phat
gido Tiéu thira, tu tudng cta Phat gido da
an sau vao tam thirc cua toan cong dong.
Trong do, nha chua dong vai tro 1a khong
gian ton gido thiéng liéng, cao quy ludn
huéng mdi nguoi Khmer dén cai thién,
thuc hanh diéu thién, tranh cai 4c, cai xéu;
dong thoi, chia Phit gido Nam tong

Khmer con 1a noi dé ho g gam nhimg
ude vong noi tran tyc, mong mudn mot
cudc séng tot dep. Do d6, Chua - Phat -
Su ludén gitt vi tri dac biét quan trong
trong tdm thirc va 16i séng ciia dong bao,
1a 4anh sang cua sy cu rdi, coa niém tin va
muc thude trong cude song.

Chua Phat giao Nam tong Khmer khong
don thuan chi la nhitng cong trinh kién tric
diéu khic doc ddo, dd sO va uy nghi vé mat
nghé thudt, ma con 1a biéu tugng cia sy
thanh khiét va binh an vé mat dao dirc tim
linh; la trung tdm tin ngudng va sinh hoat
ton gido. O dau c6 phum, séc thi & d6 co
chua Khmer, d6 chinh la quan ni¢m séng
thé hién rat r5 triét 1y nhan sinh sau séc, 1a
nét dep trong doi séng van hoa cua cong
dong ngudi Khmer Nam Bo.

Nét dep trong hé théng kién triic xdy
dung cua nhiing ngéi chua Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer chiu su tac dong va chi phbi
manh mé bdi ba luong ton gido: Ton gido
dan gian, Balamén va Phét gido, su két hop
hai hoa ndy dwgc thé hién rit rd nét & cong
chia. Hau nhu cac cong chia Phat Khmer
déu dugce xay dung theo 161 céng tam quan,
¢6 céc thap trén dinh, s6 lwong céc thap tiy
vao dién tich va khong gian cong chua,
thudng s€ 1a 1, 3, 5 hay 7 thap v6i nhilng ¥
nghia riéng. Di véi cong chua 1a mdt ngon
thdp c6 hinh bup sen hay hinh chudng,
duge cach diéu tir hinh anh bat Gp, trén bat
ap 13 ot tru cao, hudng thang 1én trdi, c6
gan ba hogc niam dia tron s& tuong trung
cho tam bao hodc nam vi Phét va trén cung
1a ¢6i Niét ban. Véi cong chia ¢ ba ngbi
thap, twong trung cho ba ng6i Tam bao ma
trung tam la thap gitra tugng trung cho dic
Phat. Con cong chiia dwoc xay dung voi
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ngii thap, chinh 1a biéu twong cho niii Meru
(tre nti Tu-di), not nam vi Phat ¢ vi lai s&
thanh dao theo quan niém Phat gido va
cling 14 noi ciia ndm vi than thudng an ngy
theo hoc thuyét Balamén gido. Ngoai ra,
mot khong gian twa canh Phat s& 1a diém
vd cing dic sic, mang ¥ nghia thiéng
liéng, d6 1a kién tric san chiia voi hang loat
cac khung canh dugc tai hién vé cude doi
cua dic Phat, nhu thanh Ca Ty La Vg,
rimg Lam Ty Ni, ¢6i B6 dé dirc Phat thanh
dao, canh Ngai nhap diét. Song song do,
nha chiia Khmer xua va nay con duge déng
nhat nhu 1a cdi Phat, ¢ d6 c6 nhiéu cay
xanh, ao ho, chim mudng,... dé khi dén do
céc tin dd nhu duge tha hon, hit tho khong
khi trong lanh, thanh khiét, luén cam nhén
dugc tam nhe nhang, trong sang. Day la
mot trong nhimg diém noi bat nita dé ngoi
chua Phat giao Nam tong Khmer khong bi
nhdm 14n véi bét ky co s& the tr nao khac,
mét su két hop gilra doi va dao, hay néi
c4ch khéc 1a tinh than tin ngudng dan gian
khong nam ngoai tinh than Phét gio.

Theo quan niém dén gian clia dong bao
Khmer, moi vét, moi diéu duoc xuét phat
tr huéng DPong, hudng cua anh séng,
huong cia sy phat trién, huéng ma chu
Phiét ¢ thé nhin thiy dé ban phudc lanh,
may mén va binh an. Cho nén, toan bo cac
quan thé kién tric quan trong & chiia déu
dugc xay dung vé huéng DBong, ma trung
tam trong quén thé d6 1a Chinh dién.
Chinh dién dugc xdy dung ¢ noi cao rao,
trung tam cua chua theo 16i kién triic ¢6
(C6 Ranh) biang d4 tang, gach gia va gb
quy. Trén nhitng hang ¢t cé tao hinh diéu
khéc bang cac tién nit va linh vat theo dién
tich Phat gido, & céc bac thém duoc bd tri
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nhimg pho tuong hinh Chan (1a tin
ngudng dan gian thé hién su két hop giira
van héa Balamon va Phat gido Tiéu thira).
Ngéi chinh dién c6 bén cira chinh huéng
theo truc than dao, con bay (hoac chin)
theo huéng Bic Nam ding dé théng gio
tao khong gian thoang dang cia ngoi
chua. Bén trong chinh dién, co thé dé dang
nhan ra tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni luén
duoc dat ¢ vi tri trung tdm, trang nghiém
v6i nhiéu tu thé khac nhau (dtmg, ngdi,
nam). Chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
rat chi y thé hién phan trang tri, cdc chu
dé déu thé hién triét ly Phat gido, Balamon
gido cung cac hinh thirc tin ngudng dan
gian qua hinh tuong linh than, linh thy,
nhu linh than Maraprum bdn mit, nir than
Kinari, nit than Kayno, chim than
Marakrit, than rén Naga,... cung véi cac
su kién vé cuge doi Dirc Phat.

Tir day, co thé thdy rang, chua Phat
Khmer Nam B¢ vira la nhirng cong trinh
kién tric nghé thuit doc ddo, cd kinh va
uy nghiém mang tinh giao duc cao, vura la
khong gian ton gido thiéng liéng, cao quy.
O @6, mdi ngudi sé& tim dugc su binh an,
thanh khiét trong tim hén bing nhing
canh tri nhu ¢6i Phat chi ¢6 ¢ chua Khmer
Nam Bd. Ngoi chua Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer la mét trong nhimg miu hinh kién
trac nghé thuat doc dao, vira mang mau
sic ton gido, vira thé hién sic thai van hoa,
dao dirc ¢b tmyén vOi chirc ndng gido duc
trong sang, dinh hudéng cho moi hoat dong
trong toan cong dong.

Thir nhat, chia Phét gido Nam téng
Khmer voi chirc nang cua mot ton gido.
Dong bao Khmer Nam B c6 chung tin
ngudng truyén théng la Phat giao Tiéu thira
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Nam tong (Theravada), hay con goi la Phat
giao Nam tong Khmer. Cho dén nay, Phit
gido Nam tong Khmer van giit mot vi tri
quan trong trong doi séng tinh than doi véi
dong bao Khmer & Nam Bo. Trong tim
thire ctia ho, Chiia - Phat - Su luén 1a biéu
twong t6i cao, thiéng liéng, cao quy va xem
d6 1a chan 1y séng cua cude doi. Do vy,
mdi ngudi tir khi sinh ra dén lic trudng
thanh, cling nhu khi mét di déu gin lién véi
Phat, voi chua, ngdi chua da gan bo mat
thiét va tron ven subt mot doi nguoi. Khi
sinh ra, ho dugc cha me, ong ba dua dén
chia dé trinh 1én Puc Phét cau binh an,
khoe manh, mau 1én va thanh nguoi. Khi
truong thanh, ho di tu ¢ chua, hoc chir, hoc
dirc hanh va tu thian. Khi thanh gia that, ho
dén chua lam 1& “Choong day” (budc chi
cb tay) cAu hanh phuc, song thiy chung.
Khi di xa, ho dén chua ciu binh an, moi
viéc thuan loi. Lic tudi gia hay 1am chung,
ho dén chua cau an, ciing nhu xin théac
duoc vé v6i Phat, ¢i Phat. Ngoai ra, anh
hudng to 1on cua tu twéng Phat gido khong
chi & doi song hing ngay, ma con anh
huong sau sic dén doi séng vin hoéa tinh
than qua céac 1& hoi ton gido c6 truyén, nhu
1 Pic Phat (Meka Bau Chia), 18 Phat Dan
(Visak Bau Chia), 1& nhap ha (Bun Chdl
V6Sa), 1& dit com vat (Phua Chum Bon),
12 dang y ca sa (Kathina)... Tat ca déu xuat
phat tir gido ly, su tich, nhing cau chuyén
ran day lam ngudi cua Plirc Phat ma cé.

Cho dén nay, hiu hét nguoi Khmer
Nam Bo déu theo dao Phat, dén chua, ton
kinh su sdi, d6 1a 16i sng thé hién triét Iy
nhén sinh siu sic cia dong bao Khmer
Nam B¢, trong d6 gid tri cua ngdi chua
Phat tr¢ thanh trung tam.

Thir hai, chua la truwong hoc, truong
doi véi chirc nang gido duc sau sdc.
Ngudi Khmer rt ty hao vé ngdi chia, vé
cac vi su cua minh, “ngudl Khmer néu
khong c6 chua thi khong thanh nguoi
Khmer” [3, tr.67]. Chua Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer chinh la méi truong gido duc
chi dao va gin b nhit d6i véi mdi ngudi.
N6 duogc bat ngudn tir xa xua, trong nhan
thirc cua Puc Phat, r‘fmg: “Chinh su ngu
dét (v6 minh) 12 nguén gbc ciia moi duc
vong” [1, tr.115]. Tt d6, Drc Phat dé cao
gido duc va su sai Khmer 1a hién dién cho
nhimg tu tudng trong triét Iy Phat gido dé
khuyén day cho tin d6 nguoi Khmer.

Trong sach day lam ngudr cua nguodi
Khmer ¢6 ciu: “Rneak min ba buos tuk,
chea toss knong samay” [Dan theo: 4,
tr.59], nghia 1& ngudi khong duge tu trong
chua 14 nguoi c6 nhiéu t4i 161 trong cude
song. Theo quan niém cd truyén, ngudi con
trai Khmer khi 16n 1én (khoang 12 tudi) phai
véao chua tu hoc nham bao hiéu cha me, tu
tam dudng tanh va hoc tdp kinh Phit, duc
hanh. Trong thoi gian tu tap tai chua, ngudi
tu s& dugc khuyén day vé dao, vé doi, vé ¥
nghia va gia tri cude séng, lubn thuc hanh
didu thién, tranh xa cai 4c, cai xdu, séng ¢6
ich vé6i gia dinh va cong dong. Ngoai ra, sau
khi tr¢ lai doi thuong, ngudi con trai Khmer
s€ duoc xa hdi coi trong, thoi gian tu cang
lau cang duge ton kinh béi muc dich cudi
cing cua viéc di tu khong phai dé thanh
Phit ma 1a dé lam ngudi 6 nhan cich, co
pham hanh. Cho nén, di tu & chua hay ¢
nha thi ngudi Khmer ciing déu 1a con Phat.
Qua d6 cho thiy, trong xa hoi Khmer, di tu
dugc xem la hanh vi tén gido cao dep, thé
hién niém tin ton gido sdu sic dugc dinh
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huéng boi gia tri cua nhimg ngdi chtia Phat
gido Nam tong Khmer.

Thr ba, chua la thu vién, 1a bao tang véi
chirc nang bao ton, luyu gilt cac gia tri vin
héa truyén thong. Ngoai nhig chirc ning
co ban cua mot ngdi chua Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer, nha chtia con dugce xem 1a thu
vién 16n, mot bao tang nghé thuét vo gia vé
hé théng céce kién triic nghé thudt tinh xao,
cong phu, thé hién ddy du tinh than Phat
gido cua tin ngudng dan gian ma qua ban
tay va khoi 6¢ cia cdc nghé nhan da tro nén
khac biét, dé khong bi 1an 16n véi bat ky co
s& thor tw nao khéac trong toan ving. Tir kién
triic dén cach trang tri va twong thd cling
nhw hién vét déu thé hién kha nang tu duy
va sing tao nghé thuat doc ddo. Hon thé
nira, cach bai tri va thiét ké cac cong trinh
déu cho thdy niém tin va ¥ thic ton gido
sau séc, khién ngo6i chua Phat Khmer luén
14 chén thiéng liéng, cao quy. Ngoai ra, nha
chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer con la noi
luu git cac di san vin héa ¢ truyén, dic
biét trong s6 d6 1a Kinh 14, mét loai kinh ¢
¢6 nién dai hang trim nim. Poi véi dong
bao Khmer, Kinh 14 dugc xem nhu 13 céi
hon cua tde ngudi, va hdu nhu & tt ca céc
chiia Khmer Nam B§ déu ¢6 lwu giir nhimg
bé kinh 14 ¢6 xwa. Noi dung cua Kinh 14 1a
hé théng cac tu tudng vé triét Iy nhan sinh,
gido duc dao dirc sau sc, nhur ghi lai cude
doi ctia Puc Phat, nhimg 161 gido hudn
bang ca dao, tuc ngit, thanh ngtr, nhimg cu
chuyén dan gian mang tinh gido duc con
ngudi,... 1a phuong tién truyén tai nhimg
n6i dung cao ca trong kinh dién Phat gido.
Do dic diém nay ma Kinh Phat trén 14
Budng du duoc thé hién bing chit ¢6 nhung
ngudi Khmer ngay nay van cé thé doc hiéu
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dugc. Ngoai ra, voi vai tro 1a mgt thu vién
cua phum soc, nha chtia Khmer con Tuu gifr
cac gia tri van hoéa vt thé va phi vat thé,
nhur thur tich ¢6, sach bdo, ghe ngo.... nham
déap tmg va phuc vu nhu ciu vin héa tinh
than ctia cong dong.

Thit tu, chua la trung tdm van hoa cua
phum sé¢ voi chire nang heu truyén va phat
huy nhitng gid tri van héa coé truyén.
Nhimg gid tri vin hoa truyén théng cua
cong dong ngudi Khmer Nam B6 phén I6n
dugc thé hién théng qua céc 18 hoi cb
truyén. L& hoi dong vai trd rat quan trong
trong doi séng ciia nguoi Khmer, ching chi
phéi toan bo sinh hoat vat chét va tinh than,
dong thoi chiém mot khoang thoi gian
twong doi I6n cia cong ddng dan toc va hau
nhur déu duge t6 chire va dién ra ¢ chua.
Nguoi Khmer quan niém song la dé lam
phudc, cho nén tat ca cac 18 hoi “la dip dé
ho cau kinh, lam phuéc theo ding tir “Bon”
ma ho diung & chi cic dam 1& cua ho.
“Bon” c¢6 nghia 1a “dam phuéc”, cho nén
trong hoi 1& da bao ham diy da ndi dung
lam phude” [2, tr.71]. N6i dén 18 hoi truyén
thng ctia dong bao, ching ta co thé ké dén
3 1& hoi chinh trong nim 1a: Tét ¢d truyén
Chél Chniam Thmay (Tét vao ndm méi), Lé
cing ong ba (Phchum Bunl hay Pithi Sene
Pénta) va Lé hoi Dang Y ca sa Kathinat,
Ngoi ra, con cé 1& cing tring hay dut cém
dep (Ok Om Bok), 1& Dang bong, 1& Phat
Dan, 1€ hoi phum séc... Trong dip niy,
ngoai viéc dén chua hanh 1€, cau an, ba con
con dugce vui choi, mia hat, han huyén véi
nhau, 1am cho tinh doan két cong dong,
lang xém thém bén chat. Bén canh d6, nha
chua con 1a trung tdm héi hop, trao doi va
giai quyét nhitng van dé cta phum soc. Mdi
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khi ¢6 viéc can ban hodc co vin dé can
thong tin, nha chua lai tr¢ thanh no1 tap
trung d6ng dao ba con. Qua d6, cho thay
gia tri va tam anh huéng to 16n cia ngoi
chuia trong doi séng ctia cong dong.

Thir nam, chua la tr duong trong tam
thirc ctia toan cong dong. Chua Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer ngoai chitc ndng 16n la
trung tam cla tin ngudng ton gido, la noi
dién ra céc hoat dong 18 hoi van hoa truyén
théng cua cong ddng, nha chiia con duogce
xem la tir dudng clia mot phum séc. Theo
tap tuc, ngudi chét sau khi hoa tang xong,
toan bo tro cot s& duge gia dinh xin giri vao
chua véi udc nguyén mong ngudi than cua
minh sém duge siéu thoat, vé véi Phat.
Vao nhitng ngdy tudn tiét, ngudi Khmer
dén chia ngoai viéc 18 Phat, ciu an, con 13
dip dé ho tuong nhé dén ong ba to tién, dén
nhilng nguoi di khuat. Hang nam, vao
ngay Sen Polta tirc ngay 18 danh riéng dé
cing 6ng ba, ho dén chua lam 18, nguyén
céu nhimg diéu tét dep, binh an. Do d6, dbi
voi nguoi Khmer, ngdi chua khong chi dap
mg nhu cAu tm linh t6n gido, ma con la
noi twéng nhé vé ng ba t6 tién vi noi do
chinh 13 c6i ngudn, 13 noi thiéng liéng dic
biét trong tam thirc ctia dong bao.

Toém lai, voi y nghia va chiic ning cua
minh, d6i véi dong bao Khmer, chua
khéng don thudn chi 13 nhitng cong trinh
kién tric nghé thuat uy nghi, d6 s6 mang
ddu 4n vin héa toc ngudi, ma con la
khong gian t6i thuong, thiéng liéng, cao
quy; 1a niém tu hdo, sy hanh dién cia toan
cong dong. Hanh phuc dbi véi nguoi
Khmer hau nhu duge bao boc va g'c'in lién
v&i Phat - Chua - Sw, ma trong kiép séng
hién tai noi trdn tuc mdi ngwodi phai tu

luyén dé giai thoat minh nhdm vuon dén
hanh phtc, giai thodt dudi su huéng dan,
soi roi clia nha chua. O d6, qua kinh Phat,
nhitng 161 khuyén day cua su sdi, canh
chua, s€ mang lai su thanh than trong tam
hon, ludn nghi vé nhimg didu tot dep, diéu
thién, tranh xa nhiing diéu x4u, cai xdu va
nhirng wu phién trong cude séng.

Triét Iy nha Phat va nha chiia Khmer da
thue su trd thanh biéu tugng ton gido, ¢b
anh hudng siu sic trong tim thirc cua
ddng bao, mang gia tri nhan dao va nhan
van siu sic; tir d6, ho hudng toi xay dung
mot cong ddéng phum, séc Khmer hoa
thuén, doan két, nghia tinh, trong dao 1y
bang tinh than dao phip cing véi biéu
tuong chua Phat lam trung tam.
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