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KY NI~M SO NAM cuQcT6NGTIEN C6NG VA N6I D~YXUAN M"-U THAN 1968: 

"TET M!U THAN 1968 QUYET GIANH VA Glfr D(JC l4P DAN TQC, TH6NG NHAT T6 QU6C: 
Sl)' TH!T L!CH slr, TAM v6c BI HUNG" 

Dill PHO CUA QUAN DOl SAl GON TRIJ'dC CAC CU0C liEN CONG 
CUA lU'C lU'IfNG CACH MANG THONG NAM 1968 QUA TAl liEU uru TRii' . . . . 

TS. Vii QUY TiJNG ANH- NCS MAl THANH XUAN 
Tnrimg Dl;li h9c Khoa hqc Xii h4}i vll Nh3.n viin- Blili ht;ac Qu6c gia Tp. HCM 

Tru6c khi di€n ra cuQc T6ng ti~n 
c6ng TSt M~u Thftn 1968 ella h,rc 
lm;mg d.ch m1,1ng, tren chiSn tnrOng 

mi~n Nam c6 mQt s6 d~c di~m sau: 
V ~ phi a h;rc luqng deb m1,1ng, sau khi 

d8.nh b<,1i hai cuQc ph<ln c6ng mUa kh6 ella Mi 
va qmln dQi sai GOn, hrc luqng each m1,1ng 
co nhiSu tiSn bQ, ti~p t~,tc duqc cling c6 va 
phat tri~n. T<;~.i HQi nghj BQ Chinh tri (thing 
1211967) vit Hi)i nghj Ban Ch~p hitnh Trung 
mmg 1iin thir 14 (th:\ng 0111968), Trnng uang 
D<lng nh~n djnh: "ta dang dUng tru&c tridn 
vrn¥ vd thin ca chdn lu(Yc lim, ~hUng c6 gdng 
chien tranh cUa MY dii zen aen dinh cao''1

' 

Nhi~m vv trQng d{li va dp b<ich IUc nay 13: 
"EJ(Jng vien nhiing n6 l{rc lim nhdt cUa todn 
EJdng, todn qulin, todn dlin 6' cd hai mi~n, dua 
cu(Jc ddu tranh cUa ta Zen bu&c phllt tridn cao 
nhdt, dUng phuang phdp t6ng cOng kich, t6ng 
khOi nghla ad gidnh thdng l(Ti quyit djnh"2

• 

Trong khi d6, cac b<io eao ella phOng 3 (phOng 
tinh b<io tn,rc thuQc ~Q T 6ng Tham muu quan 
dQi S<li GOn) vao cuOi nam 1967l{li cho rang: 
"Trang nlim 1968, ndu khfmg xdy ra bi6n cJ 
chinh trj quan tn;mg ndo thi chi~u huirng hogt 
r19ng qulin S1! djch3 vJn giii· cuirng d¢) vd mite 
d¢) nhu hi~n nay ... " tile 13 "khimg hy vrng 
chi in thdng b&ng qulin Slf ... ". 

Nhu v~y, c<ic b<io eao cUa quan dQi ~ai 
GOn dii nh~n djnh chU quan, th~ chi sai lfun 
v@ chi@u hu<'mg ho{lt dQng cUa h,rc lm;mg each 
m{lng tnr&c khi bu&c vao nam 1968. Day Ia 
nguyen nhan dfrn d6n vi~c quan dQi S<li GOn 

phai hi dQng d6i phO trong dQ1 1 ella cuQc tfin 
cOng T€t M~u Than 1968. 

V~ phia quan dOi S<li GOn va Mi, sau khi 
tht,rc hi~n hai cuQc Phim cOng chi€n luqc mila 
kh6 nam 1965-1966 vit 1966-1967 kMng d~t 
duqc nhfrng k6t qua nhu mong mu6n, Mi va 
quful dQi S<li GOn khOng tieu di~t duqc chU h,rc 
each m{lng, khOna; "xe nat" duqc eac can cU 
ella ta tren eac chien tnri'mg, khOng d<inh tn'ing 
duqc CO" quan liinh d{lO elm Trung uang Cl,lC va 
BQ Chi huy Quftn gi:li phOng, kh6ng binh djnh 
duqc c<ic vimg ti"Qng di~m, tr<ii l{li Mi va quan 
dQi sai GOn chiu t6n th&t n~ng n@, d~c bi~t Ia 
t6n thftt vS qu3n Mi, k€ ho{lch 3 giai do{ln V{lch 
ra tir nam 1965 vS CO" ban dii hi thftt b{li. Tru&c 
tinh hinh dO, William C. Westmoreland buQc 
ph:li di6u chinh l{li chi€n luqc, quySt dinh m& 
cuQc tiSn c6ng lfm 3 dtb giinh l{li the chll dQng 
tren chi€n truCmg, t~p trung vao dja ban chi6n 
luqc miSn DOng Nam BQ. 

vS tuang guan h,rc Iuqng, theo eac bao 
eao ella BQ, TOn~ Tham muu qu§n dQi S<li 
GOn, tinh den cuOi nfun 1967, h,rc luqng each 
m<;tng r.;6 khu<lng 334.000 nguUi, c6 8 BQ Tu 
l~nh Su doim ... chia mi@n Nam lam 9 Quan 
khu. vS phia quan dQi Sii GOn va My, cubi 
nfun 1967, quan dQi SaiGOn cO "322.140 chU 
hrc qutin, EJia phuang qulin vd Nghla qutin 
299.971, T6ng q5ng 622.111"', 1\IC luQ11g Mi 
vit ddn~ minh cO "566.f139 ngu&i"6• T6 chlrc 
liinh thO quan SIJ ella che dQ S<li GOn duqc chia 
lam 4 VUng chiSn thu~t, Qufm khu Thll dO va 
Di:).c khu RUng Sac. 
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DCm 20/01/1968, ti~n_g s,llng Gin c6ng c~a 
lvc IUQ'ng each m;.tng dii nO dCu trCn to<in tuyCn 
dulmg 9 - Khe Sanh (Quang Tri) v6i "llfC 
fii'(TIJg tmmg duung 2 Sll' tfoim /u/in phien mci' 
cu{ic bao viiy trong 47ngiiy ... " 7• Cimg IUc d6, 
mQt s6 tr~n tAn c6ng ella Ivc luQTlg c8ch m{lng 
ciing dtrQ'C thvc hi~n 6 Lqc Ninh, Dakto, Tuy 
Phu6c, H~u Ng~ia ... ~uy ~~Y, d6 chi Ia nhiing 
t~n nghi binh ciC giii yCu tO bat ngO cho hu&ng 
quan tn;mg nh§.t hl Nam BQ v&i trQng di~m hi 
"ThU dO S8i G6n". 

•• 
CuQc Tbng c6ng kich Tbng khCri nghia 

ella 11fC IUQ11g deb ffi\J.Og dii .n!J ra tir Qu<ing 
Trj di:n ca. Mau, m<i trQng diCrn Iii dO thj Siii 
Gi>n dung vao dem 30 r;mg 31/01/1968 (giao 
thira T~t M~u Than). T~i Sai Gon, lvc ltrQ'n)l 
each m;.tng da ti~n cOng va dBnh vao hAu bet 
cac ca quan dAu niio Trung ucmg ella ch~ c:!Q 
S<ii GOn nhu: BQ T6ng Tham muu, Phll Tbng 
th6ng, DBi Phllt thanh, T6a f>\li slr MT, Tbng 
nha C8nh sat, san bay Tan San NhAt. .. 

Mi vel qu8n dQi S<ii GOn ciing nhu chinh 
Ql;IY~n Thi~u bi bAt ngO tru&c cuQc ti~n c6ng 
gan nh'! dong Jo~t cua ll,I'C ltrQ'ng each m~ng 
tren kh8p mien Nam, nhung ngay sau d6 (sau 
dQ'tl) dii t~p trung lvc ltrQ'ng pMn kich l~i mQt 
cftch quy~t li~t cuQc T6ng tim cOng ella Iyc 
ltrQ'ng each m~ng ncn dQ12 vii dQ13 g~p nhicu 
kh6 khan. 

D~ ph6i hQ'P va y~m trq cho m~t tr~n 
chinh "Thii d6 SaiGon", lvc luQ'ng each m~g 
da mCt eSc cuQc tlm 6 "doc bien giiri Tiiy gi&i 
ruyln (Khe Sanh-Qu6c lp 9), Tay Nguyen 
(Dakto, DUe L(lp), Bdc miJn Tiiy Nam Ph&n 
(L{jc Ninh) ... "'. D~ dtii ph6, quiin dqi Sai Gon 
va Mi dii ti~n hanh (tinh tir thang OJ va thiing 
02 nam 1968) CaC CUQC hanh quan tir clp ti~u 
dolln, tren cAp ti~u doan c6 832 cuQc va duqc 
kh6ng quful h6 trq: Kh6ng quiin ella quful dQi 
SaiGon thvc hi~n 21.708 phi xuAt, Miva dbng 
minh thvc hi~n 104.123 phi xuAt, 201 phi V\1 
8529• Trong d6, eac CUQC himh quiin ~p trung 
d~c bi~t Ia 1\li khu V\fC Khe Sanh, Binh Long, 
Dakto, Nam Tin, H~u Nghia, Binh Duong, 
Gia f)jnh ... n6i len h\ cftc cuQc h!lnh quiin 
"Walowa-Wheele t(li Nam Tin, himh quiin 

Khamzei 3 tqi Dakto, luinh quiin An Diin I 7 
t(li H(lu Nghia, hdnh qulin T~Jn Htmg Dqo vO 
Harver Ford t(li DO thOnh vO Vling ve,n, hOnh 
quiin Scotland, Lancaster t(li gi67 tuyi!n, himh 
qutin Saratoga tqi H(lu Nghia, Binh Duong, 
Gia tJjnh ... " 10• V&i cuQc h~nh qmin ella minh, 
cling v&i d6 hi Sl,l trq giUp d3c h,rc cUa h,rc lm;mg 
Mi v3 qufin ddng minh, quiin dQi S!li GOn tirng 
bu&c chi~m l~i de co s6 trQng y~u. Tuy nhiCn. 
de bao do cUa BQ T6ng Tham muu quiin dQi 
Sili GOn cfing thlra nh~n, dQtl dii ''phili nit vJ 
thd phOng ng~.r, /Om cho c6ng cuPc bif!h iljnh 
m5ng th6n bi tlinh tr~ mpt thin. gian, i/Ong thOi 
giiy cho chinh plui nhieu kh6 khiin vf ln.nh td 
vdxiihPi ... ". 

DQ't 2, J~c ltrQ'ng each m?ng t~p trung 
"dimh phd cdc khu V(IC a Bdc Gia tJin.h, 
Tiiy Clw Lim ... va plzdo kich 127 dia diem 
tren tolin qu6c ... " 12• E>Oi ph6 v&i dQt 2, trCn 
co s6 nh~n djnh: "Vi~t c{ing tJa bi ddnh b(lt 
khdi nc)i dO nhrrng win cOn a vimg ven d6" 13, 

vao thlmg 3 va 4, quiin dQi Sili G6n va Mi 
da ti~n hilnh "1 .398 cu{ic himh quiin, kh6ng 
qwin Vi¢t Nam C{ing hOa lhlfc hi¢n 23.134 
phi xudt, MY va i16ng minh thvc hifn I 25.266 
phi xudr, 232 phi Vl' B52 tqp trung vtio Khe 
Sanh vO oanh tqc miJn Bdc 4. 771 vv" 1•. Cftc 
cuQc h<lnh qufm nhA.m d§.y rn{lnh {tp 1\l'C ella 
1\l'C luqng each m~ng ra xa cac thj triin, dO thj, 
dbng th!>'i duy tri th~ conjl chii dqng bao v~ 
c3c tuyCn giao thOng huyct m{lch. Trong d)J1 
2 nay, qulin dQi S3i G6n mong muOn: "day 
mqnh thd c6ng, ni.ri rPng dja bOn ho(lt d(mg, 
liing tlo(ln hQnh lang xilm nhq.p tri~t hq ccic 
ciin elf tiJp v(in h(lu c&n cUa Vi~t cPng, cUng 
c6 tinh lzinh an ninh t(li cdc khu dim cu, ven 
bidn, thj tr&n, lf11C 19 huy~t mqch tJJ h6 tr(l 
churmg trinh xtiy dr,mg n6ng th6n" 15• Nh~n 
xet V~ dQ't 2 CUR ll,I'C ltrQ'ng each m~ng, cac 
bao cao ciia quan dqi Sai Gi>n danh ~ia rAng, 
cuQc tAn cOng dQt: mly: "thi~u chutin bi chu 
tldo nen cuPc T6ng c6ng kich nciy tta kem quy 
m6" 16 so v6i dQt 1 va "sau t/0 ho(lt d{ing tlich 
tta suy gidm tren toizn thd /iinh th6"11• 

D<f 3, lvc luQ'ng each m~g dii m6 cac 
cuQc tan c6np v8o dO thi, thj trAil, thj xa nhu 
"ccic cu{ic tan c6ng LPc Ninh, Tiiy Ninh vizo 
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aem ngdy 17 rgng ngdy 18-8-1968 ... va phiw 
Ide~ d6ng logt vdo nhiiu ,ilia diim tren toim 
qu6c ... Sau d6 vdo hq tudn thimg 8 djch rna 
cu(Jc d9t kich thj xa DO N3ng, uy hiip ccic qu,;in 
lx Thu&ng Dire (Qucing Nam), TiCn Dlrc, Hfm 
Due (Quang Tin). Ngdy 11-9, d!ch am muu 
dcinh chiim Tiiy Ninh !dn 2 vd lii!n tdp uin 
c6ng ccic ddn Phuirc Tan, Thifn Ng6n (Bile 
Tdy Ninh), ccic trqi hrc luf)7lg d(jc bift Dak­
seang vd Ban Het (1'dy Bdc Kon Tumjlg. :E>6i 
ph6 v&i dqt 3 ella h,rc luqng each rn;:tng, quiln 
dQi Sfti GOnda tiing cuOng cac cuQc hiinh quan 
ten mlrc dQ cao g6m 2.416 cuQc; dUng khOng 
quiln v&i tdn su§t ho.,t dQng nhi~u han: 39.690 
phi xuiit ella quan d()i S<ii GOn, 180.873 phi 
xuiit ella Mi va dbng minh va tiing cuCmg slr 
d1,mg B52 v&i 873 phi Vl,l; dfty rn9.nh d<inh ph<i 
mi~n B~c dS tnl diia ten t&i I 0.875 phi Vl). Ole 
cuQc hanh quiin trong thOi ~ian mly t~p trung 
a VUng 1, 2, vi Vlm~ 3 chien thu~t. tr~ng d6, 
thing 7 t~p trung de: "ngiin ch{in ki hoqch 
tcii d(H nh4p thj min nhdt ld ThU dO Sdi GJn 
cUa Vi~t COns J6ng thiri bcim scit cdc dan vj 
Vi~t cOng di€u dOng tqi 2 khu V{I'C phia Nam 
VUng 2 chiin thu4t vd phia Bdc Vimg 3 chi~n 
thu4t"19

• vao thing 8, cac cuQc hftnh qufrn tien 
himh nh~m: "ngiin chijn vi~c chuyin nguiri va 
vii khi cUa Vi~t c{jng fir Bdc vdo, trift hg cdc 
ciin cU h4u c&n Qufm gicii ph6ng tgi cdc khu 
V¥C Tiiy Nam ThUa Thi€n, DUe L<)p, Tiiy Ninh, 
Binh Long, be giiy chU truang JOt kh61 d¢ 3 
cUa Vi?t cOng, phd tan chdn djch "xu6ng nUt 
lia rimg" cUa Vi~t c{mg tgi 3 tinh phia Nam 
VUng 1 chiin thuf)f'20

• 

*** 
TOm l~i. de d6i ph6 v6i ba dot tin c6ng 

ella h,rc luqng each m;.mg tren toan chi8n tru(mg 
mi~n Nam v<lo nam 1968, qmln dQi S<li GOn va 
Mi clmg dbng minh dii lien tl,lc ddy m~ cic 
C{}QC hinh qu§n cling tang, cuOn_g kh~ng kich 
bang B52 va oanh t~c mien Biic nhiim kh6i 
ph~c l~i tinh hlnh, biri nhiin& y~u tb bit ngiY 
rna cuQc T 6ng tiSn c6ng va n6i d~,Y niim 1968 
mang l~i. d~c bi~t la trongdgt 1. Neunhudgt 1, 
nhfrng cuQc tAn c6ng ella h,rc luqng cich m;.mg 
dii d~t duqc mQt s6 kSt quii nhit dinh, thi sang 
dQt 2 va dot 3 tip h,rc ella h,rc luqng each m<;mg 

dii "gitim rO rf.t vd djch nhanh chOng ph1,1c h6t 
du(fc h!C lU(fng vd tranh thU t6 chUc ccic cu0c 
phdn kich quy mO ngely ding [(m vel toeln di?n, 
gidi tOa du(fc dO thj, chdm i(d n6ng thOn, khOi 
ph1,ic h;i tinh hinh giiy cho ta nhimg tJn th&t 
nghiim tn;mg"21

. Theo cic bio c<io m~t ella 
quful dQi Sii GOn thi trong "being t6n th&t nhiin 
mt;~ng djch22 niim 1968 s8 bi bdt lel 21.651) s6 bj 
chit lel 192.054, t6ng c(jng !a 213. 705"23

, cOn 
quful dQi Sai GOn va d6ng minh,: "t6n thdt niim 
1968 v&i tu thU011f! 33.129, mat tfch 2.775, bi 
thu011g 107.262, tong c9ng 143.116''". Quiin so 
thi~t h~i gifra c:lc ben trong chiSn tranh cO the 
la khOng th~t SlJ chinh xac vi do ph6p khubch 
d~i. tinh _th§n trong chien ,tranh a ca ~ai phi~ 
(th&i phOng cic s6 li~u de tuyen truyen). The 
nhtmg dU s6 luqng chinh th(rc cho dSn nay vfu! 
dang cOn lit diu hOi (?) nhung c6 th~ n6i vS h,rc 
luqng, ca. hai ben trong niim 1968 dii thi~t h~i 
tuong d6i n~g nS. 

Tuy nhien, xi:t tren toi'm bQ cuQc chi~n, 
cuQc Tdng ti€n cOng va n6i d~y nam 1968 
cti.a h,rc luqng c<ich m~ng da th3ng lqi vS m~t 
chi@n luqc, buQc Mi phii ch~p nh~n ngbi vclo 
d<lm phin & Paris. CUng v&i d6, nhfrng hinh 
chili duqc poi Ia tan hoan$ 6 gifra "ThU dO S<li 
GOn" - d<iu nao cU.a che dQ Sai GOn va c~c 
ca quan quiin S\[ Mi duqc C<ic tO bio, truySn 
hinh nu&c ngoii dua len dii tam rung chuyen 
nu&c Mi va th8 gi&i, t~o nen Ian sOng phful 
d6i chi8n tranh, ch6ng can thi~p Mi rQng kh~p 
tren th@ gi&i. D~c bi~t, ngay trong lOng nu&c 
Mi, phong trao phful d6i chibn tranh Vi~t Nam 
bUng n6 trong mQi tdng lOp nhiin diin k~ ca 
cac quan chlrc cao cip, c<ic nghi si, hiSu cuQc 
bieu tinh v&i sy hien di~n ella hilng v~n ngu&i 
di~n ra tren khap cac duCmg ph6, dii t{io sire ep 
lSn chinh quy~n Mi. Vi v~y rna Westmoreland 
thU nh~n riing, v&i M~u Thful nam 1968: "H9 
dii dt;~t i.lu(fc mtfc ti€u !elm cho phia Mj phdi 
dan phuang xudng thang, ngimg nem hom, 
dinh chi vifc t{mg qulin vd lam hOng mOt cu(Jc 
chiin lu(lc ilcinh mt;~nh vd trong qua trinh c16 
!elm cho n[JUiri MY a in him hQi ngh;"25

• Kh6ng 
chi dua den ban hQi nghi, M~u Thful 1968 cOn 
" ... treY thelnh vJn dJ chfnh trj v6i tri/n V()ng 
djch c6 thi chiin thdng Oasinhton nhu h9 dii 
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thdng a GiO'nevrY niim 19 54 ... vd vira dcinh vtfa diim tren thi 
mr;mh hem so v&i Mj'26

./. 
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MOT sO NGHIEN COli ---
(Ti~p theo !rang 25) 

... trong tai li~u cOn thiSu 
cac quy dinh q1 thS, kh6 ap 
d1,1ng. Vi v~y, tic gi<l hi vong 
rhg, nhfrng nghien cUu tren 
dfly, phfm n!lo se giUp cac nh!l 
qufm li, d6i tuqng thvc thi va 
th1,1 huOng chinh s<ich c6 cai 
nhin mQt cich d~y dU v~ cOng 
Cl,l qu<ln li nh!l nu&c nil.y, tir d6, 
quan tam di:n ho{lch djnh va t6 
chtrc thgc chinh s<ich st'r d1,1ng 
tili li~u luu trfr c6 hi~u qua 
hu&ng t&i lqi ich chung ella 
cQng d6ng v€ quy€n duqc til:p 
c~n thOng tin trong t!li li~u luu 
trfr. /. 
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