Nhirng dong gop cua cu Truwong Duy Toan
voi van hoa nghé thuat Nam b
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LTS: Trang Bién khio, Bao Cin Tho, sé ra ngay 27-11-2016 c6 ding bai viét
"Nhirng phat hi¢n méi vé qué quan ciia cu Truong Duy Toan" ciia tac gia Nguyén
Vin Tan. Pé giip doc gia hiéu ré hon vé cudc doi va nhirng déng gop ciia cu
Truwong Duy Toén cho viin hoc- nghé thuat Nam b dau thé ky XX, Bao Can Tho
gi¢i thiéu tiép bai viét sau dy ciia tac gia Piang Huynh.

Bai viét ciia Nguyén Vin Tén cho thiy tac gia da ky cong di tim gdc tich ctia cu Truong
Duy Toan. Véi nhiing bang ching xac déng 4 ay, co thé tom tat than thé cta cu nhu sau:
Cu Truong Duy Toan ty Manh Ty, but hiéu Pong H, sinh ndm 1885 qué ¢ huyén Tam
Binh, tinh Vinh Long (nay thudc xa Tan An Hdi, huyén Mang Thit). Ong mat ngay 19-
4-1957, nham ngay 20-3 nam Dinh Dau, tai Sai Gon, huong tho 73 tuoi va dugc chon
c4t & Chiéu Minh nghia dia, Can Tho. Trong pham vi bai viét nay, ngudi viét nhin nhan
cong trang cua cu Truong ¢ 3 phuong dién: chi sT yéu nudc, soan gia cai luong va nha
van Nam bg tién phong.

* Chi si cia cug¢c Minh Tan

Cu Truong Duy Toan tir nho da theo dudi hoc van, dén nam 1905- khi 20 tudi, ra truong
lam Kinh lich tai vin phong Toéa Kham st Nam Vang. 2 nidm sau, cu dugc d6i vé Sai
Gon. Tai day, cu c6 dip qua lai va két than véi cac to chuc yéu nudc, chéng thuc dan
Phap. Cu tham gia vao Hoi Minh Tan (thudng goi 1a cudc Minh Tén) do nha vin Tran
Chanh Chiéu, cha but to Lyc Tinh Tan Vin, ding dau. Cling n6i thém vé cudc Minh
Tan, do 1a phong trao yéu nudc & Nam ky huéng irng phong trao Duy Tan do cu Phan
B6i Chau khéi xudng. Hai chitr Minh Tan dugc cac nha yéu nudce léy tu sach Pai hoc:
"Minh duc- Tan dan". Thoi gian dai, cu Truong Duy Toan sang Nhat 1am thong ngén
cho hai "ruong cdt" cua Duy Tan la cac cu Phan B6i Chau va Cuong Pé.

Nam 1908, Chinh phu Nhat thoa udc véi Phap truc xuét du hoc sinh Viét Nam ra khoi
dat Nhat. Cu Toan cung cu Cuong pé sang chau Au, rdi vé Thuong Hai, Singapore,
roi lai tr& sang Phap. Nam 1914 (c6 tai liéu cho rang ndm 1913), cu bi bit tai Phap khi
dang tim duong lién lac voi nha yéu nude Phan Chau Trinh. Toa an xet xur, cu ngoi tu
tai kham duong La Santé va sau do bi giai vé Sai Gon. Tiép do6, nha cdm quyén Nam
ky dua cu vé Phong Dién, Can Tho véi chiéu bai "an tri", theo nghia giam l1ong.

X4u chudi nhirng su kién trén cho tI}éy, la nguoi tri thire, timg 1am viéc cho Phap nhung
cu Truong Duy Toan da khong chap nhan lam tay sai cho gidc ma theo dudong chinh



nghia, chdp nhan gian lao, bon ba dé ciing céac chi si cing chi huéng tim dudng pha
ach no 1€ cho dan toc.

* Soan gia cai lwong dau tién

Ngoi m¢ cu Truong Duy Toan ¢ Chiéu Minh
7 Nghia dia, Cﬁn, ThO’.v
Anh: LUU PHUGC HAO

Trong thoi gian "an tri" (rat tiéc dén nay van chua c6 tai liéu, chimg ctr nao xac dinh
cu ¢ dau tai Phong Dlen ngay nay), chi co thé xac dinh rang cu 1a mot trong nhiing
thanh vién dau tién va cot can cua ban tai tir Ai Nghia (ghép tir hai lang Nhon Ai va
Nhon Nghia). Cu thuong xuyén sang tac nhirng bai ca 1¢ cho anh em trong ban nhac
don ca.

Theo soan gia Truong Binh Tong, moi sy cach tan cua cu Truong Duy Toan déu co su
sép dat, 10 trinh dai hoi. Cu sang tac bai ca ra bg dau tién cta ngh¢ thuat don ca tai tu
1a "Bui Kiém thi rét". Vén c¢6 kién thire, van chuong lai am hiéu c6 nhac Nam bd, tac
phﬁm ctia cu Toan rat dugc cha y. Noi "16 trinh" 1a boi khi cu Toan sang tac nhiing bai
ca ra bo 1ay tich tir truyén tho Luc Van Tién, mé dau 13 "Bui Kiém thi rét", rdi "Khen
anh Tt Truc", "Lao Quan ca", "Van Tién mu"... nghia 13 cu da nghi dén mot tac pham
dai hoi- d6 1a kich ban cai luong. Tir ca ra bd, cu chuyén dan sang hat chap, rdi xau



chudi cac chap thanh vé tudng. Xin trich dan vai cau trong bai ca ra bd dau tién cia
Vi¢t Nam, bai "Bui Kiém thi rét" theo di¢u Tt Pai Oan cua cu Truong Duy Toan:

"Kiém tir khi thi rét tro vé
Bui Ong mang nhiéc nhun tré
Trach Kiém rang ham bé an choi..."

Vay la kich ban dau tién ctia san khau cai lvong ra doi vao nam 1917, vai tén goi "Luc
Van Tién". Cling cach nay, kich ban thtr hai mang tén "Kim Van Kiéu" cta soan gia
Truong Duy Toan da ra doi.
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NSND Bach Tuyét va nghé si Ngoc Hoa dién
trich doan “Luc Van Tién”. Anh: DUY KHOI

Thé nhung, c¢6 kich ban ma khong c6 san khau thi ciing khong tao ddu 4n. Nghe tai cua
ong Truong Duy Toan, 6ng Lé Van Than (thuong goi 1a Thay Than, André Than) moi
ong vé ganh Sadec Amis cong tac va dung vo "Luc Van Tién". Tuy nhién, kich ban cai
lwong that sy vang danh 1a "Kim Véan Kiéu" cua soan gia Truong Duy Toan viét cho
rap Thay Nam T vao nam 1918. C6 NSND Ba Van ghi lai trong hdi ky cia minh: "Vé
"Kim Van Kiéu" 14 v& dn khach nhat ctia ganh thdy Nam Ta". Theo nhiing tai liéu ma
chung t6i suu tim duoc, nhitng nghé si dau tién dién "Kim Van Kiéu" 1a ¢6 Hai Clic
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vai Thay Kiéu, c6 Ba Déc vai Thay Van, ¢c6 Nam Thoan vai Hoan Thu, Hai Thong vai
Kim Trong, Sau Nhiéu (em thdy Nam Tu) vai Vuong Quan, Tam Danh vai Ma Giam
Sinh... Trong "Hoi ky 50 nam mé hat", cu Vuong Héng Sén thuat lai: "Ké& nam 1918,
6ng Nam Ta & My Tho thudc ban ca kich cta 6ng Than va sim thém tranh canh, y
phuc, ¢6 dng Truong Duy Toan soan tudng. Diéu hat cai lwong chanh thirc thanh hinh
tir d6". Hoc gia ho Vuong con néi vé sirc hat nhimng bai ca do cu Truong Duy Toan
soan: "Nam ay (1920) bon anh em hoc ¢ truong M§-Tho ddi 1én truong Chasseloup-
Laubat déu c6 trong tap bai ca nhiing bai bat hil ciia Truong-Duy-Toan dit: Bui-Kiém
thi rét, 140 quéan ca "banh tdm kho chién, dau-cha-quay chién"...".

Ngoai "Luc Van Tién" va "Kim Van Kiéu", cu Truong Duy Toan con soan hai tuéng
khac ciing rat noi tiéng 1a "Trang Chau mong ho diép" va "Luu Yén Ngoc ctru cha dai
hiéu". B¢ két thuc phan nay, toi xin muon 10i ctia cu Vuwong Hong Sén noéi vé hau to
cua cai luong: "Trd lai tim hiéu hau to cai- lvong 1a ai, xin cho toi nhan manh va ghi
cong cho ong André Than va 6ng Manh Ty Truong Duy Toan".

* Nha van Nam bg tién phong

Ngoai 14 soan gia, cu Truong Duy Toan con 1a mot nha bao, nha vian. Cu viét cho nhiéu
to bao ¢ Sai Gon nhiing nam dau thé ky XX nhu Thot vy, Sai thanh, chu but to Trung
lap. Piéu tha vi 1a cy cling 1a mot trong nhitng nha van Nam bd tién phong.

Lich sir van hoc Nam bd ghi nhan tic phim tiéu thuyét dau tién xuat hién bang chir
qudc ngir 12 "Truyén Thay Lazaro Phién" ctia Nguyén Trong Quan, xut ban vao nim
1887. Nhung dén nam 1910, hai tiéu thuyét khac dong thoi ra doi, véi cot truyén, cau
tr hap dan, dé doc da thyc su tao tiéng vang 1a "Hoang T6 Anh ham oan" ctia Tran
Chéanh Chiéu va "Phan Yén ngoai su" (hay "Tiét phu giang truan") cua cu Truong Duy
Toan. Chiing t6i may man suu tam duogc bia cia quyén tiéu thuyet nay. S¢ di ghi "giang
truan" (dang 1& 1a gian truan) 1a dé ding véi nguyén ban. Bia thé hién rd tiéu thuyét nay
in naim Canh Tuat Chanh ngoai, do F.H. Scheneider- Imprimerie in lan thtr nhit, 2000
cudn véi 101 canh bao tha vi "Cam khoéng cho in y bon hodc dich ra tiéng Tay".

"Phan Yén ngoai st ké vé cudc luu lac cia Vwong Thé Tran, cchang trai con nha gia
gido, giol vO nghe lai co tinh truong nghia, giup nguoi khén dén. Sau nhiéu phen luu
lac, su song- cai chét gan ké nhu soi to manh, cy Truong Duy Toan dd cho nhén vat
ctia minh céi két c6 hau, sum vay cung vo 1a nang Nhan Kha Ai. Truyén két thuc bang
canh "vo chong thong dong an hudng thanh nhan, tiéng rén trong séu tinh". Pong gop
ctia cu Truong Duy Toan & chd 14 ngudi tién phong cho "kim thoi tiéu thuyét", nhung
van giit mo tip cua vin hoc trung dai 1a nhan vat nghia hiép- tai tir giai nhan. Nha
nghién ctru Nguyén Q. Thing trong quyén "Tién trinh van nghé mién Nam" con cho
rang, do 1a thoi diém cua sy hinh thanh tiéu thuyét Viét Nam vi tac pham duoc tac gia
viét theo cach thurc tiéu thuyét phu’O’ng Tay hon 1a kiéu ¢ dién Trung Qudc. RS rang,
tich truyén "Phan Yén ngoai st" hoan toan thuan Viét, bdi canh trong truyén trai dai tir
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Gia Dinh dén nui Ba Pen, Tay Ninh rdi xuéng Long An... tao cho doc gia su gan gili,
than thudc.

Tiép nbi thanh qua nay, nguoi lam sang danh qudc ngit Viét Nam bang thé loai ticu
thuyét chinh 1a nha vin Hb Biéu Chanh. Téc gia Nguyén Khué trong cuén "Chan dung
Hb Biéu Chanh" (NXB Lura thiéng, 1974) da dan 1oi cu Ho Biéu Chénh rang, ba tac
pham "Truyén Théy Lazaro Phién", "Hoang T6 Anh ham oan" va "Phan Yén ngoai su"
(hay "Tiét phu giang truan") da giup 6ng manh dan bude vao con duong tiéu thuyet
cua Nguyen Trong Quan, Tran Chanh Chiéu, Truong Duy Toan dé "cam héa va thuyét
phuc quan chung van ngh¢".

*k*

Nhin nhan mdt cach chinh xéc than the, cong trang ctiia ngudi c6 cong lao 16n nhu cy
Truong Duy Toan la di€u rat nén lam. Pac biét vd1 Can Tho, cu Truong Duy Toan lai
cang c6 nhirng dau an that sau sac.

DANG HUYNH
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