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Abstract 

This writing only addresses only one kind of place names which brings about 
different way of capitalizing. They are the administrative place names which are 
made up of''the general component+ names of celibrities, names of historic events, 
or figures", for example: Thanh ph&! thanh phJ H6 Chi Minh, lluy~n/ huy~n Trdn 
Viin Thai, Phuang I phuang Di~n Bien Phzi, Qutjn/ qutjn I. 

Our view is that when a proper name or a special name is included in the place 
names ,the general component in general or the administrative unit in particular 
is involved. Therefore, the general component preceding it is either not necessary 
or may be ommitted. So it does not need to be capitalized. For example, this way 
or writing can be accepted: "V~ cong tac t\li tinh Nam Dinhl huy~n Nha Bel xa 
GiaoHai ... " 

When the special place names - or proper names in the place names do not 
imply the general component or do not refer to the administrative unit in particular, 
the use of the special names or proper names only will be misleading. This confirms 
the fact that the general component is part and partial of the special place names. 
Therefore, the general components ought to be capitalized. Thi d\1: only this way 
of writing is accepted:" ... duqc bAu Ia chu tich Thanh phJ H6 Chi Minh/ Huy~n 
Trdn Viin Thai/ Xii Trdn QuJc Tudn ... ", but not this one: " ... duqc bAu Ia chu 
tich H6 Chi Minh/ Trdn Viin Thai/ Trdn QuJc Tudn ... ". 

Keywords: capitalizing administrative place names 

Vfut ~vi& hoa ten rieng n6i chung, 
dia danh ti~ng Viet n6i rieng, da duqc 
cac nha nghien c(ru tMo lt$1 kM nhiSu 
va da d~t dUQ'C S\1' th6ng nhdt a ffiQt 
muc d¢ trong each viet hoa m()t s6 
tieu lo~ ten rieng ciing nhu dia danh. 
Hien nal, tren cac tai lieu sac~ bao 
toan quoc, nhin chung each viet dia 
danh Vi~t Nam tu<mg d6i th6ng nhdt 
theo nguyen tic: vich hoa tAt ca cac 

thanh t6 va khong g~ch n6i (trir cac 
dia danh g6c An Au phien fun, nhu 
Pa-ri, 6-det-xa, Ham-bu6c, ... ). Tuy 
nhien, vfut t6n ~ m()t s6 dja danh tieng 
Vi~t con duqc viet theo nhiSu each 
kMc nhau. Nha nu6c ciing da c6 nhiing 
van ban quy dinh vS vAn dS nay nhu: 
Quy~t dinh s6 07 /2003/QD-BGDDT 
ngay 13/3/2003 clia BQ Giao d\lC va 
Dao ~o ban hanh Quy dinh ~ thai 
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ve viSt hoa ten rieng trong sach giao 
khoa, Thong tu lien tich s6 55/2005/ 
TTLT-BNV-VPCP ngay 06/5/2005 
clia B9 N9i V\1 va Van phong Chinh 
phu Hu6ng dful ve th~ thuc va ki th~t 
trinh bay van ban, Thong tu 01/20111 
TT-BNV ngay 19/0112011 cua B9 
N<)i V\1 Hu6ng dful th~ thuc va ki th~t 
trinh bay van ban hanh chinh. D~c 
bi~t tac ghi Le Trung Hoa da c6 bai 
viSt kha ti mi ve van aJ vih hoa aia 
danh Vi?t Nam [lOe]. Trong d6 c6 
rAt nhieu di~m ch{mg toi hoan toan 
tan dBng va chia se. a b~i viSt n~~· 
ChUng toi chi ban them Ve each Vlet 
hoa m<)t lo~i dia danh chua c6 quan 
di~m th6ng nMt a Le Trung Hoa cling 
nhu trong quy dinh hi~n hanh clia Nha 
nucrc. f)6 la lo~i dia danh chi ten khu 
V\IC dia li, duqc chia theo dan vi hanh 
chinh (ten dia ph~ hanh chinh) duqc 
du ~o bkg "thanh t6 chung + t~n 
danh nhfu1, ten S\f ki~n lich SU, COn so", 
ki~u: Thanh ph6 H6 Ch£ Minh/ thcmh 
ph6 H6 Ch£ Minh, Huy?n Trdn Van 
Thm/ huy?n Trdn Van Thm, Phu&ng 
Di?n Bien Phil! phu&ng Di?n Bien PhU, 
Qw;1n II qugn 1 Ch~g ~. ngay trong 
cimg m<)t van ban quy ph~ phap 1~ 
gdn day do B9 N9i V\1 ban hanh la 
Thong tu 0112011/TT-BNV Hu6ng 
dful th~ th(rc va ki thu~t trinh bay van 
ban hanh chinh [ 4] cling c6 sv rna}! 
thufin khi neu thi d\1 cho quy dinh viet 
hoa: phuirng Nguyin Triii va Thlmh 
ph6 H6 Ch£ Minh. 

Theo Le Trung Hoa [lOe], d~ 
hi~u ro y nghia clia cac dia danh Vi~t 
Nam, cAn xac dinh khai ni~m tiJn tr£ 
tit va phan bi~t n6 vm thanh t6 chung. 
TiJn tr£ tit va thcmh t6 chung c6 m<)t 
di~m gi6ng nhau la ch{mg xuAt hi~n 
hang lo~t trucrc va trong nhieu dia 
danh. Thi d\1: r(lch Chile, r(lch Thai 
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Thai; Vinh Long, Long Xuyen, Phu 
Tan, Binh Phu, ... Nhung ch(mg c6 nhieu 
di~m khac nhau cdn phan bi~t d6 la: 

1) ve vi tri, tien tri tu luon luon 
dtmg tnrcrc dia danh. Thi d\1: song Hgu, 

~ OnA T 1!:..1. ' xii Tan PhU Trung, cau , g wnn, vun~ 
Ba Qu~o, ... Con thanh tO chung c6 the 
dtmg dAu ho~c cu6i dia danh. Thi d\1: ' 
(tinh) Quang Binh, (tinh) Binh Dinh; 
(huy~n) TanPhu, (huy~n)Phu Vang, ... 

2) ve chuc nang, tien tri tu chi 
ti~u loai dia danh. Thi d\1: song Lo, 
huyfn 'so~g cdu, cOu q&n Tha, k~u 
Ngii Bciy, ... Con thanh to chung la yeu 
t6 du tao nen dia danh. Thi d\1: Tan 
An, Tan· Binh; h;zy?n CangLong, tinh 
Vinh Long; ... 

3) ve tu lo~i. tien t~ tU la danh 
tlr: cac tlr song, huy?n, cau, au&ng, ... 
deu la danh rn. Cac tu v6n thu<)c tu 
loai khac thi phai danh h6a. Thi d\1: 
Tr~ng nga tdt, cai tdt thi tdt la tinh tir, 
sau d6 a Nam BQ, rn tdt nay da duqc 
danh h6a thanh danh tU tdt (bi viSt sai 
chinh ta a Nam BQ thanh tdc) nhu 
tdt Rang, tdc Chang Hang, ... Tie~ 
tri rn thuemg la rn nhung cling c6 the 
la ngu (nhu ngii bci, cu xa,, chung cu, 
con luan, ... ). Con thanh to chung c6 
th~ thu<)c nhieu rn lo~ khac nhau. Thi 
d\1: An Binh, Long An (tinh tu), tinh 
Song Be, huy?n Song Cdu (danh tlr); ... 

4) ve hinh thuc, tiJn tr£ tit thi 
khong viSt hoa. Thi d\1: huyfn Trdn 
Van Thai, thanh ph6 H6 Ch£ Minh. 
Con thanh t6 chung thi phai viSt hoa. 
Thi d\1: Binh Tan, An Tan; cac huy?n 
Giang Tram, Giang RiJng, ... 

5) ve kha nang chuy~n h6a, tien 
tri tU rAt d~ chuy~n h6a thanh thanh 
t6 chung. Thi dw r(lch Chide => cdu 
R(lCh Chide, cOu Ong Liinh => phuilng 
COu Ong Liinh, ... Con thanh to chung 
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it c6 kha nang nay. DBi vcri cac tir 
Han Vi~t, nSu muon biSn thfmh tiSn 
tri tir thi phai dich sang tir thufut Vi~t, 
r6i thay d6i vi tri theo cu phap cua 
tiSng Vi~t. Thi d1,1: H6ng Ha => song 
H6ng. Khi m()t tiSn tri tir chuy€n thanh 
m()t thanh t6 clia dja danh thi phai viSt 
hoa thanh t6 d6. Thi d1,1: ctiu Bong (ten 
du) => khu COu Bong (ten vling), 
cau 6ng Lanh (ten cAu) => phuang 
cau Ong Lanh (ten phu<mg), gi6ng 
~g T6 (ten gi6ng) => cdu GMng Ong 
T6 (ten cau),phU'O'ng 9 (ten phuOn.~) => 
ch(J Phulmg 9 (ten chq), him Dat (ten 
nui) => huy?n Hon Ddt (ten huy~n), 
xam Chiiu => duang Xom Chiiu. Khi 
tiSn tri tir la m()t ngfr (nhu xa cimg, 
bin xe, nga tu, ... ) tra thanh m()t thanh 
t6 clia dia danh, d€ khoi "r~", ta c6 
thS chi viSt hoa ySu t6 dAu: nga tu 
Bay HiJn => khu Ngii tu Bay HiJn, 
cu xa Do Thanh :=> duang Cu xti 
D6 Thanh. M('>t s6 dja danh .chuy€n 
sang hi~u danh thi ta ciing ap dl,lOg quy 
dinh nay: qlft!n Niim =:::: bao, Qu~n 
Niim, tip Biic => bao Ap Biic (tinh 
TiJn Giang), cdu R(Jch Chiic => phim 
COu R{lch Chiic, ... 

vk dS chting toi d~t ra a day dS 
thao lu~n la each hi€u cac thu~t ngfr 
tiJn tri tit va thanh t6 chung cua Le 
Trung Hoa khong theo each hi€u phf> 
biSn trong dia danh hQc hi~n nay. Va 
trong. quan diSm ciing nhu each xu 1i 
viSt hoa cac truOn.g hQP chuySn hoa giira 
hai thanh phAn nay CUa Le Trung Hoa 
con CO S\1' mau thuftn, thieu nhfit quan. 

Trucrc hSt, thu~t ngfr tiJn tri tit 
theo each hiSu phf> biSn trong ngon ngfr 
hQc d~i cucmg v6n d€ chi "gicri tir" 
(preposition) [3, 475]. 

Con th~t ngfr thilnh t6 chung trong 
dja danh hQC duqc hiSu nhu sau: "Thanh 
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t6 chung la nhfrng ten gQi chung lien 
kSt cac d6i tuqng dia li vcri mQi v~t 
khac cua thS gicri hi~n thvc. Chting 
duqc dinh danh Mng cac danh tir chung 
v6n duqc dling de gQi ten va de xep 
lo~i cac d6i tuqng cling kiSu c6 cling 
d~c diem nhfit dinh" [14, 13]. Trong 
Vi~t ngfr hQc, thanh t6 chung duqc 
cac nha nghien ciru gQi bkg nhiSu ten 
khac nhau: Trong Thong tu Hufrng 
dan clia B¢ N()i V\1 [ 4] gQi la danh tit 
chung; Nguy~n Due T6n va Trucmg 
Thi MY. gQi la thilnh t6 chung [12]; Trful 
Van Sang gQi layiu t6 t6ng loCJi [13]; 
Nguyen Kien Tru<mg gQi la danh tit 
chung [28], ... Tuy v~y cac nha nghien 
ciru dSu hiSu thBng nhfit, day la m()t 
trong hai b() ph~n du thanh nen m()t 
phuc the dia danh va la b() ph~n thu 
nhfit (bQ ph~ thu hai la bi?t danh - ten 
rieng), chting c6 ~ diSm: 1) La nhiing 
danh tir (danh ngfr) chung; 2) C6 chuc 
nang chi m()t 16p sv v~t, d6i tuqng cling 
thu()c tinh; 3) D(rng trucrc dia danh, 
phan anh lo~ hlnh clia dBi tuqng duqc 
dinh danh; 4) Khong viSt hoa nhu 
dja danh. 

Thanh t6 chung c6 chuc nang ccr 
ban la dS thong bao, de biSu hi~n lo~i 
hinh cua m¢t l&p d6i tuqn~, con bi~t 
danh - ten rieng la thanh phan chi xuat 
va dinh danh rieng cho m()t d6i tuqng 
dia li C\l thS. Hai b() ph~ nay c6 m6i 
quan h~ gin b6 ch~t che v&i nhau, d6 
la quan M gi ua cai duqc h~ dinh va 
cai h~ djnh, trong d6 thanh t6 chung 
la cai duqc h~ dinh, con bi~t danh - · 
ten rieng la cai h~ dinh cho thanh t6 
chung vcri chuc nang chi nhfrng d6i 
tuqng C\l thS, xac dinh trong 16p' d6i 
tuqng rna thanh t6 chung chi ra [12, 50]. 
Thi d1,1: x6m Phuong Dong thi ''x6m" 
Ia thanh t6 chung, la cai dUQ'c ~ dinh, 
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''Phucmg DOng" Ia bi~t danh - ten rieng, 
Ia cai h~ dinh dimg chi rn9t lang C\1 
th~ d~ phan bi~t v6i tAt ca cac lang khac. 

a nhi~u tnrCmg hqp, thimh t6 chung 
trong phirc th~ dja danh da hoa nh~p 
va chuy~n h6a thanh rnQt y~u t6 trong 
bi~t danh - ten rieng. Trong nhihlg 
truemg hQP d6, thanh t6 chung c6 vai 
tro ca th~ h6a d6i tuqng, nen cAn phai 
duqc vi~t hoa. Thi d\1: xom Pha, xom 
Lang ChiJng ... (tlm9c huy~n Vo Nhai, 
tinh Thai Nguyen) [12, 55]. 

Chinh vi c6 S\I chuy~n h6a nay 
rna vi~c nh~ di~n d~ vi~t hoa thanh 
t6 chung trong nhihlg truemg hQP c6 
S\I nh~p nhing khong ro rang nhu 
v~y h~t sire kh6 khan. 

Tac gia u Tnmg Hoa 4ri gQi thanh 
ph§n thimh t6 chung nay Ia tiJn tri tit 
va ciing dbng quan di~m Ia khong vi~t 
hoa thanh phAn nay. Con th~t ngli 
thimh t6 chung 1~ duqc Le Trung Hoa 
sir d\lllg d~ bi~u thi cac thanh t6 du 
~0 (am ti~t) gi6ng nhau trong cac bi~t 
danh - ten rieng c6 cAu ~o Ia tir ghep. 
Thi d\1: tinh Quang Binh - tinh Binh 
Dinh; huy~n Tan Phu, huy~n Phu 
Vang; huy~n GMng Trom, huy~ GMng 
6ng T6 ... 

Cac thanh t6/ am ti~t gi6ng nhau 
trong cac bi~t danh - ten rieng nhu vira 
duqc dful, sa di duqc Le Trung Hoa 
coi Ia thimh t6 chung Ia do tac ghi d6i 
chi~u hang lo~ dia danh v6i nhau cimg 
c6 y~u t6 d6. Song, theo quan di~rn 
CUa chfulg toi, n~U xet rieng tirng dia 
danh dirng d()c l~p thi rAt kh6 bi~t cac 
y~u t6 du thanh trong dia danh nay 
con l~p l~i a cac dia danh nao khac 
nua d~ coi d6 Ia thanh t6 chung, rna 
dfulg hem, thuemg ngum ta chi bi~t va 
xern d6 Ia cac y~u t6 trong bi~t danh -
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ten rieng "kep": Quiing Binh, Binh 
Dinh TiinPhU, Phu Vang GMng Trom ... 
rna thoi. 

Di~rn th(r hai Ia c6 S\I rnau thuful 
va thi~u nMt quan tron~ each xu li vi~t 
hoa CUa I.e Tnmg Hoa ooi v6i cac tnrCmg 
hqp tiJn tri tit chuyin hoa thimh thimh 
t6 chung, tire Ia thanh t6 chung chuy~n 
h6a thanh rn9t y~u t6 cua bi~t danh -
ten rieng theo quan ni~rn chung. C\1 
th~ Ia, rn9t rn~t, theo tac gia: "Khi rn9t 
ti~n tri tir chuy~n thanh rnQt thanh t6 
clia dia danh thi phai vi~t hoa thanh 
t6 d6. Thi d\1: cau Bong (ten cftu) => 
khu Cau Bong (ten vimg), cau Ong Llinh 
(ten cftu) => phudng cau 6ng Liinh 
(ten phuCm.g), gMng Ong T6 (ten gibng) 
=> aiu GMng Ong T6 (ten dru),phuring 9 
(ten phuemg) => chfl Phll'ilng 9 (ten 
chq), him Ddt (ten nw) => huy~n Him 
Ddt (ten huy~n), xtim Chiiu => iluOng 
Xom Chiiu". M~t khac, trong khi d6 
d6i vm truemg hQP: huyfn Trdn Van 
Thm, thanh pha H6 Chi Minh thi tac 
gia 1~ guan ni~rn khong vi~t hoa cac 
thanh to huyfn va thanh pha, vi vful 
coi chfulg Ia tiJn tri tit, trong khi tren 
th\IC W, theo chful~ tOil chUn.g da chuy~n 
h6a thanh rn9t yeu to trong bi~t danh, 
n6i theo Le Trung Hoa Ia "ti~n tri tir 
da chuy~n h6a thanh thanh t6 chung", 
so sanh: Thimh pM H6 Chi Minh, Thimh 
ph6 Hili Phimg Thimh ph6 Da Nang ... 

Sa di chfulg toi khilng dinh nhu 
v~y Ia vi khi dinh danh hay d~t ten 
cho rn9t khach th~ n6i chung, thong 
thuemg ngum ta du t~o theo quy cic: 

"yiu tfi chi lo~i + d~c tnmg khu 
bi~t" [16, 162- 163, 259, 272] 

Ap d\lllg vao d~t ten hay d~t dia 
danh cho rn9t d6i tuqng dia If, ngum 
ta se cfiu ~0 theo quy cic: "thanh t6 
chung chi lo~i + d~c trung khu bi~t". 
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D~c tnmg khu bi~t nay c6 the Ia bi~t 
danh khi tir bieu thi Ia danh tir rieng: 
nui Voi, cdu Trang TiJn, xom Chiiu ... 
Nhiing ~C tnmg thu(mg dUQ'C cac dan 
tQc l\1(1 chQn de lam il(ic tnmg khu bi?t 
khi dinh danh S\1' v~t. du d6 Ia lo~i S\1' 
v~t nao, d6 la: hinh thuc/hinh df;mg, 
kich ca, mau s&c, il(ic didm cdu 1(10, 

vai trol chuc nang. Nhtln~ d~c trung 
khac chi dUQ'C 1\l'a chQn de lam CCY SO 
dinh danh tuy thu()c vao timg lo~ d6i 
tuqng d~c thu [16, 308]. Khi d~t ten 
cho cac dia danh chi khu V\l'C dan cu 
ho~ dan vi hanh chinh, thuemg ngum 
ta chQn d~c tnmg khu bi~t Ia nganh 
ngh~ san xuAt, thi d\1: xom Chiiu, ph6 
LoRen, lang K?o ... ; ho~c vi tri hay 
phucrng hu6ng, thi dl,l: th6n Thu(JYlg, xa 
Doai...; c6 khi la s6 tir, thf d\1: ~n 1, 
Xom 5; c6 khi Ia ten S\1' ki~n lich sir, 
thi d\1: Phuang Di?n Bien Phu. D~c 
bi~t, tir nam 1945 den nay chinh quy~n 
thuemg sir d~mg ten cac danh nhdn khi 
d~t ten cho cac dia ph~n hanh chinh, 
thi d1,1: Xii Trdn Qu6c Tudn, H~n Trdn 
Van ThOi, Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh, ... 

Khi ~ten cho m()t dja p~ hanh 
chinh theo each dinh danh thong thuimg, 
truy~n th5ng thi ten rieng hay bi~t danh 
da bao ham ca khai ni~ thanh t6 chung, 
chiing h~, n6i Nam Dinh tire Ia n6i 
v~ "m()t dja danh hanh chinh cAp tinh 
c6 ten rieng Ia Nam Dinh" va n6 ciing 
tucrng ducrng vm Cl,lffi tinh Nam Dinh. 
Do d6, n~u gQi ten dja p~ hanh chinh 
nay, ngucri ta c6 th~ khong cAn neu 
thanh t6 chung rna chi cAn gQi bi~t 
danh. Thi d1,1: tinh Nam Dinh - Nam 
Dinh, huy?n Nam Dan- Nam Dan ... 
Duong nhien trong truemg hqp nay 
thanh t6 chung khong duqc viet hoa. 

Con trong truemg hqp ~t ten cho 
m()t dia p~ hanh chinh bfutg each sir 
d\lllg ten cac danh nhan, ten S\1' ki~n 
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lich sir ho~c cac con s6 de lam d~c 
tnmg khu bi~t ghep vao sau thanh t6 
chung ((thanh ph6) H6 Chi Minh, 
(Qw;1n) Le Chan, (kh6i ph6) 1..) thi 
cac yeu t6 nay do v6n di ban <!Au khong 
pMi la bi~t danh dja li, nen khong bao 
ham khai ni~m thanh t6 chun_r. Khi 
gQi ten dia p~ hanh chinh kieu nhu 
v~y thi bu()c pMi gQi ca thanh t6 chung. 
v a le ducrng nhien ca thanh t6 chung 
cilng v6i d~c trung duqc chQn (Ia ten 
danh nhan, ten S\1' ki~n lich sir, con 
s6 ... ) ket hqp ·~i m6i t~o thanh bi~t 
danh. Khi d6 c6 the coi thanh t6 chung 
da chuyen h6a thanh m()t yeu t6 clia 
bi~t danh, khong the luqc b6 thanh t6 
nay khi neu ten dia danh va n6 dn duQ'c 
vi~t hoa. Thi d1,1: Thanh phJ H6 Chi 
Minh, Huyin Trdn Van ThOi, Xa Trdn 
Qu6c Tudn, Phuiing Ly Thai T6 ... 

Do vb quy dinh trong Thong tu 
huang dan CUa BQ N()i Vl,l [4] v~ cac 
truemg hqp vi~t hoa sau day Ia th6a 
dang va hqp li: 

"b) Truemg hqp ten dan vi hanh 
chinh duqc cdu ~o giiia danh tir chung 
ket hqp v6i chii s6, ten ngum, ten S\1' 
ki~n lich sir: Viet hoa ca danh tir chung 
chi don vi hanh chinh d6. Vi dl,l: Qw7n 1, 
Thanh ph6 HJ Chi Minh, PhuOng Di?n 
Bien Phu ... ". 

T6m l~i, theo chfulg toi, khi ten 
· rieng hay bi~t danh trong thanh phk 
cua dia danh da bao ham khai ni~m 
thanh t6 chung (bao ham cAp dan vi 
hanh chinh) thi thanh t6 chung d(rng 
trucrc c6 th~ luqc b6 va khong cAn 
vi~t hoa Thi dl,l: tinh Nam Dinh, huyin 
Nha Be, xa Giao Hili ... Khi cac bi~t 
danh - ten rieng trong dia danh khong 
bao ham y nghia thanh t6 chung (khong 
bao ham khai ni~m dp dan vi hanh 
chinh) nghia Ia khong the n6i cit dia 
danh chi b~g bi~t danh - ten rieng, 
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thi di~u nay ch(rng to thanh t6 chung 
da Ia bQ pl$1 hiiu ca ciia bi~ danh trong 
dia danh, do d6 dn phru vi~t hoa. Thi 
d1,1: Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh, Huy~n 
Trdn Van Thin, Xa Tran Qucfc Twin, 
Quqn 1... Cac truemg hQ'P nhu v~y 
ihuemg xay ra ct6i vm cac dia danh co 
phfut bi~t danh - ten rieng la ten ngum 
ho~c cac d~c trung dtnh danh la con 
s6, tir chi hu6ng, ten S\I ki~n Itch sir. 
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