Canh quan Nam bé
dudi ngoi but caa Ho Biéu Chanh

6 Biéu Chanh (1884-1958),
Hfén thét la H6 Van Trung, tie

Biéu Chanh, hiéu Thit Tién; la
mot trong nhitng nha van hién dai dau
tién ctia Nam bé dau thé ky XX. Ong
sinh nam 1884 tai lang Binh Thanh,
tinh Go Céng (nay thugc huvén Go
Cing Déng, tinh Tién Giang). Xudt
than trong mot gia dinh néng dan, thuo
nho hoe chit Nho, sau do chuyén qua
hoc Quoc ngit, roi vio trucng trung
hoe o My Tho roi lén Sai Gon hoc
trong Chasseloup-Laubat.

Nam 1905, sau khi ddu Thanh
chung, ong thi vao ngach ky luc cua
Soai phit Nam ky; lam ky luc, thong
ngon, thang dan dén déc phii sie (1936),
timg giir chite chii quan ¢ nhiéu noi.
Ong von ¢6 tiéng thanh liém, yéu
dan, thirong ngtrm nghéo khé. Thing
8-1941, sau khi vé hueu, 6ng duwoc Phdp
mai lémn c6 van voi danh hiéu Nghi vién
Hgi dong Lién bang DPéng Duong va
Phé Péc Iy thanh phé Sai Gon.

Sau khi tdi chiém Nam bg nam
1946, thuwe dan Phap lap "Nam k}
Quéc", ong dwoe maoi lam cé van
cho chinh phii Nguyén Van Thinh.
Nhung chi dwoc mdy thdng, khi
chinh phit Nguyén Van Thinh sup
do, ong lui vé qué o an va danh tron

nhiing nam thang con lai cho sw

nghiép van chwong. Ong madt ngay
4-9-1958 tai Phit Nhudn, Gia Dinh;
tho 74 tuoi.

Ong cwge nhiéu ngui biét dén vai
i cdch la mot nha van, dich gia, da
xudt ban tie nam 1912 dén 1958 hon
60 cuon tiéu thuyét, trong do cé nhimg
cuon la truyén phong tac ti tiéu thuyét
ctia Phép nhie Nhimg ngudi khén khd
cua Vietor Hugo, Khong gia dinh cua

Hector Malo.

Voi Gs. Trinh Van Thao,
nha xa hoi hoc g(ﬁc Sai Gon, thi
van chwong ctia Ho Biéu Chdnh
con phan anh mét cach sinh dong
canh quan Nam bo ma ong da dé
cdp trong mét nghién ciru nhan dé
la Khong gian tho mong va khong
gian xa hoi ¢ nha van HO Biéu
Chanh (1885-1958). Chiing 16i xin
gidi thiéu lai mot s6 doan trich cuia
Trinh Véan Thao (da duoce dich sang
fié;'sg Phdp), timg dang trén tap chi
Carnets du Viét Nam tai Phap (S6
tay Viét Nam - 5622, thang 7-2009).
Nhitng doan van trich déu ldy theo
nguvén han fr{‘ng Viét trén mang
Viet Nam Thu quan, véi 53 tac pham
drpe dang tai.

Qua nhitng doan van cua Hé
Biéu Chdnh, chiing ta c¢é thé hinh
dung lai canh quan Sai Gon va cua
Nam bé cach ddy mia thé ky hon,
triedc khi bi chién tranh tan phd va
bi xdo trgn trong nhitng giai doan
phit trién kinh 16 sau nay.

mot

Cho Phit Cuong - Binh Duong
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Trinh Vin Thio

Nam ky Luc tinh: Bén Suc
(Binh Duong), 1941

Bén Stic nam dua duong quan
hat s6 14, la con duong chay tir
chau thanh Thu Dau Mét 1én
may so cao su miét Dau Tiéng,
boi vay ngay nhu dém xe hoi chay
ngang qua cho nav dap diu.

Bén Sic lai nam tren mot
cdi bung lon, ngé xuéng phia
mat troi moc, dat thap lai duoc
nho nude ngot ciia ngon song
Bén Nghé quanh co chan rudi,
nén vuon tugc thanh méau, hoa
qua tuoi tot; con dua sau lung,
vé phia mat troi lan, thi dat doc
cao, nén cho con rumg bui u nhan,
chd trong cao su ram rop, ché lam
rudng ray chon cho.

Nho dia thé nhu vy, nén Bén
Stuc la mo6t lang nho nho ma c¢6
cai thu 1o cho 1o qué'’, va nguoi
sanh truong tai do co cai thai do
nira xua nta nay, vé hinh thic
thi cu x(t theo moi cang nhu
nguoi chd khde, ma vé tam hon




Cho Go Cong

thi chat phdc theo ci, khong

giong nguvi chd khac. Dia thé ay,

nguoi c6 chi an dat hé thay thi

yéu lién tam hén ay, nguoi con

trong luan ly hé biét thi mén lam.
Aj tinh miéu, tr.1

Tinh Go Cong, 1923

Ai di duong Cho Lon xuéng
Go Cong hé qua do Bao Nguoc roi
lén xe chay ra khoi cho My Loi t6i
khue quanh, thi sé thay bén phia
tay trai cach 16 chung it tram thuoe
¢6 mot x6m dong, kéu la xom Tre,
nha o chat, cai tro cta 1én, cai day
cua xuong, tre xanh kich bao trim
kin mit, ngoai vudng tre thi ruéng
bang trang sap lién tir day. Qua
mua mua cay duom mau, ruéng
néi nude, thi trong ra chang khac
nao cu lao nam gitia séng lon.

Dén nta thang nam troi mua
dam dé ngay nao cang nhu ngay
nay. Chiéu bita no tran mua méi
tan, bong mat troi chéi chéi phia
ben do, trong xom nha nhim lia
niu com chiéu khéi lén ngui ngtit,
tre niu nhau mimg troi mat, 14
rit phat pho. Ngoai dong néo nuc
néng phu; ban cay tha vi? tiéng
vang vay, cong cdy hat ho, hoi lanh
I6t. Dudi s6ng Bao Nguoe, ghe chai
cholia truong buém tréi theo dong
nude, chiée nao cho ciing kham lir.

Trén 16 Cay Duong, xe ngua
dua nguoi mic nich chay cham ri,
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tiéng luc lac nho khua xa xa nghe
nhu tiéng nhai.
Cay dang mui doi, tr.1.

Gé Cong, mot chit lich
st, 1950

Gan day, mot khach giang
hé trot may muoi ndm bon ba goi
bude khap non song, tinh co tro
lai nguon Khong Tude, nhin canh
cii, nhé nguvi xua bong cam hing
nén ngadm mot bai thi that ngén
bat e, ta phong canh Go Cong co
hai cau trang nhu vay:

Son Qui phudng phat hon
van vat

Vam Lang 6 ae song canh
tranh.

Chéc c6 nhiéu anh chi em bon
phuong chua biét Son Qui la cdi
gi & dau. Son Qui la mot giong cat
trong tinh Go Céng.

Vimg Go Coéng niam dua mé
bién, nén thap th01 sinh ]ay,
nhung ¢6 may cdi giong cat ndi lén
ngang doc, glua nhiing canh déng
ruong vui ve, voi mau lua hét
xanh rdi vang, bing thcmg mot
muc dau phia trén hay phia dudi.

Nhiing gif‘ing Thap, girjng Tre,
giong Nau, gmng Cat, gibng Gang,
giong Trom, gmng Ong Hué, giong
Son Qui, gidng nao cing c¢6 trai
qua nhimg giai doan thang tram,
ciing duoc thé cude ghi dau lich
st hode huing hao, hoic xan lan.

Giong Son Qui la trung tam
khai héa trong viing Khong Tudr,
nguyén la cai lo nung diic nhan tai
dé girip chia Nguyén trung hung
héi cudi thé ky XVIIL

Thiét nhu vay, giéng Son
Qui dau trong vo toi mé song Go
Céng, con dau ngoai dung con
duong quan 16 Go Céng 1én Che
Lon. Hién gio du khach dén dé
thi thay dan cu thua thét, nha
clra xo'ro, chi con phti thoy véi may
ngdi mo cua qui toc Pham Dang,
la ngoai thich cua vua Tu Duc,
van khu khur chéng choi ma chiu
dung vé6i tué nguyét, ché nhimg
ray cai xanh tuoi, nhimg ddm
béip ngon ngot la nhung nguon
loi cia nguvi & trong giong, thi
khéng con niia.

Nhin canh Son Qui suy sup
bay gio, ai cting phai chanh long
nhonhon vat ve vang ctia Son Qui
ngay truoc.

Hoi git thé ke XIX, sau khi
'lrleu chua Nguyen & Hué dugc
nam cht quyén Lhong tri ca vimg
dat Viet Nam nay thi phan ranh
chia may tran, moéi tran chia
may dao, réi dit quan cai tri, cho
nhan dan tir Quang Binh tro vo
duge dem gia quyén dén khai co
lap nghiép.

Ving Go Cong héi do goi la
Kién Hoa dao thubc vé tran Dinh
Tuong, la My Tho bay gio.
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Cu Pham Pang Xuong mot
nha hoc uyén tham, goc & Huong
Tra thude viing Hué bay gio, cho
gia quyén vao Nam, chon giong
Son Qui trong dao Kién Hoa lam
¢hd dinh cu. Cu dot cay cat nha
va qui dan vé o chung quanh cu.
Dién dia phi nhiéu, trén giong
cai rau bap dau thi nao ciing dé
trong, dudi rudng thi lia cdy dam
nao ddm nay cting xanh tot. Nhon
dén thay vay ben tu tap vé do o
lam an, gay cho Son Qui mot thoi
phong phu thanh vuong.

Hai vo, tr. 1

Tw Cang Long di Tra Vinh,
1943

Doc theo 16 Cang Long di Tra
Vinh, 16i nga ba duong My Hué, te
v0 Sudi Can, chiéu nay quang canh
trong ra co ve dic biét, khong giong
may ché khac.

Trén déng dau dé thay déu
im lim, ma nho giot mua mat
me, ciy c6i xanh tuoi lai, nha nao
cing dang nau com chiéu, khoéi
boc 1én ma bi mua khong bay tan
ra duoe, boi vy may néc nha bép
khéi van vit mit mu nhu may bao
phu o trén.

Con & ngoai rudng thi chd nay
ngubi ta bira, chd kia nguoi ta
nhd ma, ché no nguoi ta duong
cdy, nong phu xum xit timg khom
trong dong, ke hat nguoi ho, cho
vui, ding quén nhoc nhan, quén

lanh leo.
Me ghé con ghe, tr. 1

Rach Cai Tac (Can Tho),
1941

Tai Chau Thanh, O Mén, ¢6
mét cdi rach nho bat dau chd géc
nha thuong té vé lang O Mén, réi
chay théing qua mién Ba Se dung
ngon rach Can Tho quanh co lo
1én tGi do.

Con rach nho nay nguoi ta kéu
larach Cdi Téc, ¢6 le Ia tai nguoi &
O Mén nho duong nude ay ma di
tit qua Ba Se, Cau Nhiém, Phong
Dién duoc, khoi phai di vong nga
Can Tho xa x6i cach tro.

Rach Céi Téc da tién loi cho sur
giao théng ma lai dep dé vé phong
canh nia. Hai bén rach vuon tugc
thanh mau, nha ctra lién tiép, hé
dén lic nude 1én day thi nhung
thao moc nho nude ma duoe sum
sué, roi phai hiép nhau che tan
ma diay mat nude, nén veé ra cai
biic tranh tot tuoi vui vé, giy nén
cai khong khi mat me u nhan.

Bén mé rach, phia tay mat, lai
¢6 dap moét con dubng lang rong
rai cao rao, doc theo duong trong
hai hang dira bi, goc hai hang
ma ngon de ra rach, may khoang
trong lai trong xen nhiing mit,
dau, nhat la trong du du, cay nao
cung lun thap ma c6 trai deo day
¢6, v6i tay hai duoe, chang can
phai treo leo.
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Cu Kinh, tr. 1

Tinh Chau Déc, 1938

Trong Nam ky, noi vang
Chau Déc giap ranh véi Ha Tién,
¢6 may day nii nam ngang nam
doc, nguoi ta dit tén chung la
That Son, ni khéng cao 16n bang
ngoai Trung ky, Bac ky, song
sung sung dung gitra mot mién
thap thoi, bang thing rong lon
ménh mong ngé mut mat, may
day nii 4y xem ra cling c6 ve
chon cho.

Da vay ma trong nhing cum
nui Ay cang c6 nhiéu khe nudc u
an ddng goi tinh thi si, c6 nhiéu
hon dd lam khoe mat hiéu ky,
tiéc vi khach du son it dé budc
dén nay, duy c6 nguovi mo Phat
cau tién moi lui t6i ding cung
chuia nudi sai.

Mot budi sém moi, trén hon
nidi C6 T, nam phia sau cho
Xa Tén'", suong con bao pht mu
mit, duong nhu trum cdi mén
xanh sam dang giai giém nhing
canh thanh tinh, bi mat cua tao-
héa lap ra riéng dé cho bon that
chi hoic chédn doi nuong nau, ché
khéng muén cho phuong truc loi
tranh danh ghé mat. [...]

Xa xa nghe tiéng chuong
chuia Phat dong bon bon; 1ap 16
thay chim dung trén nhanh kéu
chéo chét.

Dén trua, ba nguoi 1én téi mot

Cang ca
Vém Lang, Go Cong
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Chdu Poc

ché trong trai kéu la Dau Hai,
gan trén danh, Trinh doi bung,
lai thay co mot tam da 1én nam
dudti mot cay co thu sum sé, dua
bén thém c6 ngon sudi nude chay
ro re trong vit. Trinh moi hai ¢
ghé dé ma ngdi, réi mo tdi ra 1ay
banh mi, ca hop, thit dii ma an
voi nhau.

Trude mat trong thay canh
dong Xa Tén minh méng tuyét voi,
bén phia tay trai thi nhimg ngon
nii Cam®, ndi Ba D6i nghénh
ngang_che khuat canh déng Ta
Keo, Can Vot. Tuy khong c6 tam
hon thi si, nhung ma thay cai
quang canh tir ndi cao xudéng
dong thiap mdi chd co6 ve khdc
nhau thi ba nguoi déu cam xic
trong long, nén ngéi &n ma khong
né6i chuyén chi hét

Nguoi that chi, tr. 44-45.

Pao Phu Quéce, 1957

Hon Phu Quéc la mat hai dao
lon nhat thude vé cht quyén va
nam trong hai phan cua nudce
Viét Nam tir xua dén nay.

Tuy chiing t6i chua nghe mét
van nhon hay thi si nao ngam
vinh ma tdan duong thiéng canh
cta hon nay, song xem dia du,
doc str ky ching toi duoc biét di
vang lich strctia Phi Quéc rat ve
vang, duge thay vi tri chién luoe
rat trong yéu, duoc hiéu ngudn
loi kinh té rat phong phu, boi
vay chung téi thuong luu y, mac
dau chua dé chun hay ghé mat
1én hon Phu Quéc.

Cung nhur ai, thuo nay chiing
t6i chi biét Phi Quéc nam trong
vinh Thai Lan, cdach thi xa tran
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Ha Tién chirng bon nam chuc
haily, nghia la kéo duong ngay
khéng t6i mot tram cay s6 ngan.
Gép mua gié xubi, thuyén buém
tu Ha Tién chay chirng hai
phan ngay thi ra tdi, con hién
gior thi phi co bay co hai muoi
phut déng ho. [...]

Hon Phu Qué’c ¢6 dan cu ké
da ma_y thé ky roi, nhung dan
0 rai rdc trong may cdi vinh,
nup séng gié cho ém Am ma
song vai cai nghé chai ludi, ché
chua nghi téi cude khai thae
rung nui ma xay dung nghiép
néng thuong.

Cdch chung 40 nam truoc
day, nguoi ta cing chua thay
¢6 to chic cude khai thde nao
ddang ké. Dan cu tuy tdng sé
nhiéu hon, song ho chom nhom
ma ¢ voi nhau thanh x6m thanh
lang, bén phia Dong la phia ngo
vb Ha Tién thi o tai Ham Ninh,
dau dudi thudc phia Nam thi
0 tai Cay Dira, con phia bén
Déng ngoé ra hai dai thi & tai
Cho Cdi Vung, Can Tho

m“

.}‘ ey

Dmmg bong. Trong moéi cho,
dan don cay phd rung, trong dé
chut dinh ma an, ché chua lam
rudng hay lap vuon. Ghe bién
cho nuée mam, doi mai, thuyén
dem vo Ha Tién hoic Rach Gia
ma bdan réi mua gao, mudi,
vai, cung cac vat dung can yéu
khdc cho vé ban lai cho nguvi
trong hon.

Cé lang ¢6 x6m, ma chua co
duong bé d€ giao théng cho mau
va cho dé. Ciing chua c6 duong
xuyén ngang qua hon dé néi lién
Duong Déng véi Ham Ninh la
hai lang lon 6 déng din cu nén
thanh cho. Thiét c6 mét s6 nguwi
séng rai rac trong gitra hon, hodc
0 theo may trang nho trong dira,
ho#c cat am, cat chua o trén trién
nui ma tu; nhung may nguvi ay
giao thong véi lang xom ngoai
mé bién thi ho vet cay, x6 d4,
dap duong mon dé vé ra cho dé
viy thi.

Séng thac voi tinh, tr.2l

CHU THICH:

1. Nua cho, ntta qué

2. Tiéng ding diéu khién
trau: tha: (tha ra) hudng ra ngoai
miéng dat; vi: (vi vo) hudng vo
trong miéng dat dang cay, bua
hay truc.

3. Thiét Hai.

4. Dia danh Tri Tén, giong Triéu
Chéu doc la Xa Tén.

5. Thién Cam Son.

6. Con goi la nui Dbéi Om hay
mii Tuong.
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