LE CUNG THAN VA CUQC THINH SAC LANG TAN QUOI
NGAY XU'A QUA MO TA CUA AN HA BAO

Trén bao An Ha s 319 nam 1923 ¢6 bai tuong thudt maot 1 hoi dan gian ddm da mau sdc van
héa Nam bo da dién ra tai lang Tan Qudi (bén kia bd séng Hau (nhung hoi 4y duoc tinh ké vao
pham vi hanh chanh ciia tinh Can Tho Iic 4y kéo dai cho dén tan Cai Von). D6 14 bai L& cling
than va cudc thinh sic lang Tan Qudi. Nguyén vin nhu sau (giir nguyén chinh ta cia van ban
gbc, 1a cach viét hoi ay):

"Lang Tan Qudi (Cantho) mdi ndm t6i 16 cing than (18 ha dién c6 hat) nham thang nim An nam.
Theo 1¢ thi xa truong phai bong mét cai be chung ché cho dep dé, dén dude cho nhiéu ding rudc
sdc than vé dinh ma cung hat vi thudng ngay giao cho nguoi ¢ xa dinh gin gitr. Lai tuc 1¢ cua
lang phai di ruge sic bang dém dang d6t dén theo rach Tra Mon cho nhon dién ¢ bén mé rach
xem, 4y 14 td ddu ngdy "cung than". Néu nim ndo, xa ndo ma dén bong khéo va ghe dén nhiéu thi
dang ba tanh khen ngoi.

Nam nay 1923 xa trudng lang Tan qudi la
L& nhut Met, tuy theo phong tuc ken ghe
lam mdt cai be, trén be cd dung mot cai
nha rat 16n bang cay vang thiét (chd chang
phai nhu xua nay hé c6 lam beé thi bang
cau tre thinh sic roi thi bo dep ché khong
con dau tich chi ca!!?) chung ché rit khéo,
chang khac chi mdt cai nha ti€c 16n kia tha
trén mat nudc, trong éy don c6 nghi tiét,
nghiém trang han hiru, chd ban dé sic than
chung don nhu ¢ tai dinh, dang khen céi
cong sap dit ding vay.

Hat boi dip 1& hoi Ky Yén & Dinh Thai Binh - Tan An (quan Ninh Kiéu,
TP C&n Tho). Anh: Ban quén tri Dinh Thoi Binh - Tan An cung c&p.  Luc 4 gid rudi chidu ngay 16 thang 5
Annam, nham ngay 29 Juin 1923, bé tha

v6 ghé nha nguoi gitr sic, ma rudce sic thin, nim gid rudi thi theo nude 16m vo toi Cai Dau 1a
noi cui lang, phia sau c¢6 ghe dén cua huong than, huong hao cung mot it dién chii chéo theo.
Ghe dén bang ngay khong c6 v€ chi la dep mit, con ghe thinh sac, trong thay nhung suon bang
cau tre dén thiéc mang vo 6 hang vay thoi 1? Pén 7 gio t6i bé va ghe tha vé dinh, lic ndy dén
dot sang trung, nha thinh sic tir trén cho téi dudi dén d6t coi rat phan minh xem ra thét 1a dep
mat — Con ghe dén tha theo bé ¢6 trén 10 chiéc chung nhiéu kiéu coi rat xinh dep; nhu chiéc ghe
dén cta huong than Ha hiru Kién chung mot con rong tranh hai trai chau phi trén c6 tim ban den
dé chir trang "1923- huwong than" dén gioi chiéu chir thdy ro rang, con hinh ai con rong, gié tat
ngon dén coi nhu vay rong, khi dwong khi xép that 1a khéo. Ghe cia Huong hao chung phia trén
chung mdt cai ngdi sao, phia dudi ¢6 2 chu H (nghia 1a huong hao) dudi thi c6 ctra tam quan
toan dén dau ltra ciing cac ghe cta xa va nhiéu dién chu nhiéu kiéu khac nhau, dén ddt coi thiét Ia
ruc ro.

Vé be va ghe, s6 dén d6t co trén 2,3 ngan ngon, cho nén tha dén khuc séng nao thi 4nh sang
duong the ban ngay, xa xem rat 1a ngoan myc! Con trén b hai bén mé rach Tram on thi nhon
dién mdi nha déu co dat ban huong an vong than va cung ddt dén sang anh- Khi ghe thinh sac va



ghe dén di ngan qua thi trén bo a6t phao, dudi bé tiéng nhac, tiéng don hoa lan véi dai ¢d (trong
chau dong ba) va tiéu c6 nghe ran miy dam duong.

Nam nay cugc thinh sac than rat nén long trong, ba tanh dang vui long, ay la nho xa trudng co
long lo lan va sap dat madi dang nhu thé...Khi be thinh sdc vé téi bén dinh, rudc sac 1én roi thi
cac ghe deén déu ra ra ve, k€ lo sap dat viéc cung than, roi hat boi khoi sy lam tuong....".

Trong bai tudng thuat ngin trén, ta thay ndi bat may sy kién quan trong:

- Trude hét 1a cude rude sic than duge td chic va budi chidu chuén bi vao dém. Day 1a mot 18
hoi mién séng nudce nén gid gide duoc quy dinh boi chu ky cta con nude, "ndm gio rudi thi theo
nude 16n vo toi Cai Dau 1a noi cii lang". Vi con nudc thuén tién cho giao thong duong thiy 1a
chiéu t6i nén 1& ctr hanh vao chiéu tdi.

- Vi dién ra buoi t6i nén sic than dugc don tiép bang mot 18 hoi ciia anh sang. Pung hon, day la
cudc rude lay "chat liéu" 18 nghi chinh 14 anh sang dén. Anh sang ngap tran, ryc rg, 1ong lay
khap noi, tir dudi rach t6i hai bén bo. Anh sang ngap day noi noi, tir ghe rude sic than (ghe
chinh) cho t4i cac ghe den (ghe ho tong sdc than), 4nh sang cta den ¢ ctra tam quan don sac, anh
sang cua nhing ghe cua cac xa, cac dién chu kha gia ciing muén t6 1ong ngudng vong nhap vao
doan ghe ho tong. Va subt doc hai bén bo kénh ciing 14 4nh sang ciia nhimg ban huong 4n ctia
cac cu dan 18 vong sic than.... D6 1a mot dém ma lang Tan Qudi ruc 1d voi "anh sang ctia hon
2,3 ngan ngon den".

- Lé héi rude sic than con dugc t6 diém bang Am thanh "trén bo d6t phao, dudi be tiéng nhac,
tiéng don hoa lan voi dai ¢d (trong chau dong ba) va tidu co nghe ran may dam duong". Két thiic
cudc rude sic 1a cling than va chuan bi "lam tudng" tirc 1a hat cung dinh, hat boi.

Tuy bai tuong thuat khong ghi rd, nhung ta co thé doan biét 1& hoi rude sic than ¢ lang Tan Quéi
thyc su da c6 mot lich sur ton tai 1au doi, the hién qua mdt "vat chimg" thiéng liéng dugc dan
lang luu giir. D6 1a cai sdc than. Sic than giéng nhu mot "quyét dinh" cua tridu dinh phong kién
cong nhan vi than bén canh cta dia phuong. Trong truyén thong van hoa Nam bo, mot phan 16n
trong cac than bon canh 1a nhiing tién hién c6 cong khai pha (dat dai) hodc hau hién c6 cong khai
co (lap lang) tir nhitng ngay dau cua cong cude khai pha dit phuong Nam hoic khai phé dia
phuong. Lang nao ma dinh c6 sic than thi lang iy chéc chic di c6 mot lich st khai pha, mo
mang lau doi.

Piém dic sic nhét ciia budi 18 thinh sic than nay 1a & chd day la mot 1 hoi dan gian thoi Phap
thugc nhung con gitr duge tron ven ban sdc vin hoa ban dia, khong thdy su chi ph01 nao cua yeu
t6 ngoai lai (lac d6 Nam ky luc tinh phai theo cac ché do 18 lac cia Phap nhu 18 Chanh chung, 18
Toussaint, 18 ba Thanh Jeanne d’Arc, 1& ky niém dinh chién ... (két thuc chién tranh thé giéi thir
nhat). Nhiéu bai tudng thuat vé cac cudc 18 lac cong cong nhu 1& chanh chung. .. trén bao An Ha
cho thay khi trong 1& nao ma c6 cac quan tdy tham du thi ciing phai nghe nhac trdi bai
"Marseillaise" (qudc ca Phap). Tuy nhién, khong phai vi thé ma nguoi Viét Nam & Can Tho
khong ¢ cach bién mot 18 hoi ngoai lai thanh mot co hdi duge séng voi vin hoa dan toc cua
ving mién. Chang han nhu 1& quéc khanh Phap thi ai mudn coi "chép bong" thi coi, nhung "tai
rap Thﬁy Ly va noi chg c6 hat boi Annam lién ngay dém, thién ha dong déy, mac thich xem choi
tiéu khién" (L& Chanh chung 1922).



Nhung 18 rude sic lang Tan Quéi va nhiéu 18 ciing dinh than khac & Can Tho thoi ky nay (thinh
thoang dugc dua tin hodc tuong thuat trén bao An Ha) khi ay thi bao gid cling 1a "tiéng nhac,
tieng don hoa lan véi dai c6 (trong chau dong ba)", 1a hat boi.

Truyén théng vin hoa sau day chinh 1a mot diém tya tdm hdn, tinh cam cho nguoi dan, giup ho
vuot qua nhitng kho khin thach thirc cia mot thoi ky dudi ach thuc dan. Truyén thong ay két
tinh trong cai sic than. Sic than chinh 13 hon thiéng dat nudc, 1a k§ vat clia "vua cii", cua thoi ky
qudc gia doc 1ap. Viéc ngudng vong sic than, thap sang chan hoa, trdi tréng dai cd...trong 18
thinh sic cho thdy biét bao tinh cam ctia ngudi dan huéng vé mot thoi thud qubc gia con doc lap.
Ky niém vé thoi quoc gia doc lap lam cho nguoi ta yéu qua khir van hoa, gitr gin phong tuc tap
quan, bao v¢ ban sac dan toc, nuéi dudng long tin vé tuong lai. Anh sang chan hoa trong 1& hoi
thinh sdc than 1a mot diém sang ndi bat cua long tin Nam bo- Viét Nam ngay trong bong dém
tam toi cua ché do thuc dan. D6 1a 1ong tin vao stc ton tai lau dai ctia ndi luc vian hoa dan toc.
Noi luc 4y da giiip ngudi Nam b ndi chung va nguoi Can Tho noi riéng c6 thém nghi lyc va
long tin phan d4u budc qua nhitng gian kho hién tai. Long tin, niém lac quan hy vong vao tuong
lai da thé hién qua viéc nguoi dan Tan Quéi da ty hinh thanh 18 hoi dia phuong thudn theo tu
nhién dia 1y, thinh sdc than theo con nudc, phai cu 18 vao lac vao dém, chon anh sang lam chét
liéu 1 hoi thuc sy 1a mot ¥ tuong van hoa doc ddo va sau xa cia ngudi dan Can Tho dau thé ky
XX.
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