CHUA PHAT GIAO NAM TONG TRONG DO
SONG NGU'OI KHMER AN GIANG

Pong bao Khmer An Giang néi riéng, Nam B¢ ndi chung, theo Phat gidio Nam Tong.
Nguoi Khmer An Giang tu sinh & ving dat nay tir rat 1au doi. Do diéu kién ty nhién wu
dai cong v6i nhidu chinh sach hd trg ciia Pang, Nha nudc, hién nay nguoi Khmer An
Giang c6 doi séng kha 6n dinh, nhu cu vin hoa tinh than dugc nang cao.

b Hi¢n nay, toan tinh An Giang c6
khoang 65 ngdi chua Khmer, nhiéu
nhat & hai huyén Tinh Bién va Tri
Tén (60 chua). Hau hét cac chua
P au doi, gia tri kién trac, nghé thuat
diéu khic cao.

Do anh hudéng cua ba dong van
hoéa, tin ngudng (van hoa dan gian,
Ba la moén gido, Phat gido) nén
kién trac nghé thuat chiia Khmer &
® An Giang no6i riéng, Nam B§ noi
¥ chung 13 nhiing cong trinh kién
: : § tric doc ddo. Co thé thdy, ngdi
Chuia Ta Miét (Lwong Phi, Tri Tén, An Glang) mot chua la noi tap trung cac thé thic
kién trdc nghé thuat déc séc. ngh¢ thuat tao hinh, hai hoa giita

kién trac va diéu khac tir hinh thirc
trang tri bén trong dén bay bién bén ngoai. Nhiéu ngdi chua Khmer & An Giang duoc
trung tu, xdy dung lai nhiéu 1an nhung van giit dugc kién trac co.

Phﬁn 16n cac cong chua duge xay dung theo hinh thirc ngon thap. Tuy theo giai doan, nhu
cau cua phat tir, co chua x@y mot, ba hodc ndm ngon. Hai bén cong thuong c6 hai vi than
bao ho, tuong su tir, hodc dau than rin Naga udn lugn trén tuong rao, dau ngang 1én troi
v6i ¥ nghia nham bao vé nhitng bau vét bén trong chiia. Cong chua c6 ba ngdi thap tuong
trung cho Phét, Phap, Tang (Tam Bao), thap gilta thuong cach diéu rat chi tiét, mau sic
sdc sg, tuong trung cho dire Phat. Cong chua xay dung theo quy cach nam ng6i thap hinh
bup sen, phan duoi cach trang tri gan gidng nhu nhau, nhung phia trén nim ngoi thap thi
c6 mot ngdi cao nhat, nhiéu hoa tiét hoa vin - nim ngon thap minh hoa cho nam vi Phat,
dinh cao nhat 1a ¢5i Niét Ban.

Mot s cong, tuong chua dugc son son, thép vang 16ng 1dy, mdi mot try tudng, vach
tuong rao duge khic hoa hinh su tu, tuong Phat, bup sen... Doc theo song trén tudng rao
cham khac hinh than ran Naga u6n luon (ddu rdn nam & cong chuia) rat uy nghi, tiém an
mat triét 1y tinh tiy, d6 1a sy hai hoa giira thién nhién véi con ngudi, nhap than giita doi
va dao, két chat giira thé giéi nay va thé gidi khac.

Chénh dién va cong chua nguoi Khmer An Giang ludn quay mit vé phia Pong, do anh
huéng quan niém Phat phép - Phat minh ngy & phia Ty, nhin vé phia Déng dé ban phuc
cho chung sinh. Pa sb chua duoc xdy dung theo mot hinh thire, quy cach nhit dinh:
chanh dién xay dan doc theo huéng Pong — Tay tao thanh mot chinh thé trung tim cia



ngdi chuia. Chidu dai ng6i chua gap hai 1an khoang rong, chiéu cao twong tmg véi Chiél}
dai. Ng6i chinh di¢n c¢6 bon cura chinh theo hai huéng Pong — Tay, voi bay — chin cura s
theo hai huéng Nam - Bac, xung quanh tir phuong la mét day hanh lang rong, thoang.

Két céu chinh dién & chua thuong sir dung bang cac loai gd quy va gach ngoi, da tang
nho. Hai hang cgt cdi to, cao hai bén 1am b¢ d& gitra hai than, goc. Tt ca strc nang cua
ngdi chiia don vé hang cot va ap vao cac dau cot duoc dit trén xa ngang ndi gilia hai dau
cot cai, tao thanh bo mai & giita chanh dién. Tir cac cot cai, kéo va xa vach nbi lién véi
tuong xay bao quanh tao 16p mai thir hai va thir ba thong ra hién, hinh thanh thém mot
chéi che bén day hanh lang. Nhin tr bén ngoai vao, chinh di¢n chua Khmer 1a mot bo
kién trac véi ba 16p mai, dudi cac goc mai duge cham long than hinh ran Naga udn luon
quin quanh, hodc hinh nit than.

Chu dé trang tri bén trong ndi dién hay Sala & cac chua Khmer An Giang vo cung tinh
x40, mang ddm anh huong triét 1y Phat gido, Ba la mén gido, tin ngudng dan gian. Nhitng
hinh anh cham, khic, tiéu tiét hoa van thuong 1a nhitng ndi dung ké vé cudc doi tu dao
cua DPuc Phat, theo trinh tu: canh dan sanh cua Puc Phat ¢ thanh Katylave, canh Duc
Pht trong rimg Lamtyni dudi cdy Sala, canh Dirc Phat phat dao dudi coi B6 dé ¢ song
Nil, canh Phat nhap Niét Ban; hoa tiét hoa, 14, may, nuoc... ca ngoi doi séng lao dong
san xudt cia cong dong ngudi Khmer thoi ¢d xua.

Chua Khmer & An Giang la noi sinh hoat van hoéa, 1€ hoi, ton gido. Nguoi Khmer cé cau
"Song vao chua guri than, chét vao chua gtri c6t", hinh anh ngdi chua, su sai gan bo sau
sac dén cudc song hang ngay cua ba con.

Ngudi Khmer An Giang c6 rat nhiéu 18 hoi trong nam: Tét c6 truyén Chol Chnim
Thmay, 1& Phat dan, 18 An cu Kiét ha, 1& Chdm dit mua An cu Kiét ha, 18 Ok-Om -Bok,
18 Ram thang Giéng 4m lich, 1& Dang y. Mdi 1& hoi c6 nhitng y nghia khac nhau, nhiéu
nghi thirc doc déo dién ra, va ludn lay chua lam trung tdm t6 chirc nghi thuc 18 hoi. Dén
ngdy 18 hoi, ba con Khmer quan ty vé chia tung Kinh niém Phat va nghe giang kinh, t6
chtrc vui choi mtia hat va trinh dién cac loai hinh nghé thuét truyén thong chao muing 18
hoi. Gan day, nhiéu 18 hoi cua ba con Khmer An Giang, dién hinh nhu 1& Ok-Om -Bok va
hoi Pua bo da dugc nang Ién cép khu vuc, tao khong khi budi 18 thém phén nao nhiét.

Ngoai 18, Tét thuong nién, hang ngay ngudi Khmer An Giang ciing dén chua bai Phat,
dang com cho su sii; ddam cudi, ga trong gia dinh dén chiia moi su séi, 4 cha dén ching
giam... Nguoi Khmer khi chét khong dia ting nhu cac dan toc khac ma ho dem vao chia
hoa tang. Sau d6 lay cbt giri vao chua phung thd, ngu ¥ dé vong hon ngudi chét sém hom
nghe kinh Phat, ké can bén 4nh hao quang ctia Phat sém duoc siéu thoat vé cdi Niét Ban.

Ngoai chttc nang sinh hoat van hoa, chua con c6 chtic nang gido duc. Nguodi Khmer cé
tap tuc con trai 1on 1én phai vao chua tu. Thtr nhat dé bao hiéu cho cha, me, tht hai 1a hoc
kinh Phat, hiéu biét vé nhiing diéu t6t, xAu nham tro thanh ngudi co ich. Sau thoi gian tu
hoc, hoan tuc vé lai doi thuong ngudi con trai mang theo sy hiéu biét da hoc noi chiia ma
phu giup gia dinh, dén on céng dudng duc cta cha me, phuc vu xa hoi. Vi vay tir 1au chua
dam duong vai tro 1a ngdi truong day nhén cach, tri thire, dao dirc cho thanh, thiéu nién
dap ung nhu cau doi sdng xa hoi va phong tuc. Gan day, chiia con day kién thirc pho
thong, day chir Viét - Khmer, day nhac ngli &m luu gilr loai hinh van héa - nghé thut
truyén thong cia dan toc.



Vai tr6 cua chua d6i voi nguoi Khmer rat quan trong, bao ham nhidu goc do tir vin hoa
truyén thong, tin ngudng ton gido, gido duc, gia tri nghé thuat... 65 ngdi chua Khmer ¢
An Giang c6 thé tr& thanh diém tham quan cta khach du lich trong va ngoai nude. Trong
tuong lai néu dugc xay dung, tring tu - nhitng chia Khmer ¢ Tinh Bién, Tri Tén sé& tré
thanh mot hé thong quan thé kién trac dep, 1ong lay thu hat khach tham quan tim hiéu
van hoa, lich st ¢ cac chua. Nganh du lich nén xay dung mdt doi ngii thuyét minh vién
du lich am hiéu chiéu sau vé vin hoa lich sir Khmer, két hop vé6i du lich lang nghé, du
lich viing Thét Son, tao dong luc khai thac hét tiém nang du lich cua dia phuong, thu hut
du khéch trong va ngoai tinh.
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